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American Baptists are NOT like the man who said that 
the best way to enjoy a good dinner is to sit by the win- 
dow of a fine restaurant looking out at the pinched 
faces of starving children pressed against the outside of 
the window watching us eat. 


American Baptists are NOT like that man! We could 
not eat under those circumstanées. 


as 





The Message of Christmas is the GOOD TIDINGS OF 
GREAT JOY of God looking down upon the need of 
all men everywhere and of giving His Son to meet the 
needs of all people — for this life and the life to come. 


This Christmas may we honor our Saviour on His Birth- 
day by our gifts to the American Baptist portion of His 
Kingdom, including 





However, we American Baptists can be tempted to turn 
our backs toward the windows of life — pretending 
there is no human need — as we enjoy our many luxuries 
which we take for granted as necessities. 


Sometimes unthinkingly American Baptists do turn their 
backs to the windows of life! 
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December Quiz 


1. Who was the first Baptist from 
America to make the journey over a 
winding, sharply ascending road to 
Baracoa? 


2. The author of Jesus’ Belief in 
Man believed that it is unfortunate 
that Marxism is optimistic about hu- 
man nature while the prevailing theo- 
logical trumpeteers are pessimistic. 
Name the author. 


3. The first Asia Baptist Youth Con- 
ference was held in Hong Kong. What 
organization sponsored it? 


4. Mary Murray is an American 
Baptist missionary in (1) Chicago; 
(2) San Francisco; (3) Detroit. 
Which is correct and what is her spe- 
cial field? 


5. Roman Catholic and Protestant 
schools must teach the Islamic religion 
to Moslem students or face confisca- 
tion. What country issued that warn- 
ing? 


6. Churches are the most impor- 
tant bridge to span the river separa- 
ting whites and blacks. Who said that? 


7. The field activities department 
of the Council on Missionary Cooper- 
ation up to October arranged more 
than (1) five hundred; (2) six thou- 
sand; (3) one thousand assignments. 
Which is correct? 


8. Early Christian writers often 
contrasted an empire based on mili- 
tary power with a kingdom based on 
God’s offer of ; 
. Fill in the blanks. 


9. The prime minister in his motion 
for independence spoke of his coun- 
try as the “torchbearer of fregglom for 
the African continent.” What is his 
name? 








10. Near which village were mis- 
sionaries called to a non-Christian vil- 
lage to help save a severely burned 
baby? 


11. In which typical towns are the 
people to be pitied this Christmastide? 


12. A possible multi-million-dollar 
campaign is to be conducted by Amer- 
ican Baptists within a few years. For 
what purpose? 


13. How many men were won to 
Christ in one village, in the Lotha 
Association, which had opposed Chris- 
tianity? 

14. There are 20,000,000 Chinese 
living outside of China today. True or 
false? 


Answers to Quiz on Page 47 
December, 1956 




















A Christmas Gift 
Suggestion 


SEND MISSIONS TO FOUR FRIENDS 
A 


Christmas Gift Subscriptions 
4 for $5.00 2 for $2.75 
3 for $4.00 1 for $1.50 
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Newshriefs 


Oklahoma Church 
Joins Convention 

The University Baptist Church, 
Tulsa, Okla., of which Lewis G. 
Prince is pastor, has entered the fel- 
lowship of the American Baptist Con- 
vention. Located near the University 
of Tulsa, this church serves students 
as well as its resident members. The 
church voted to become an American 
Baptist church after four weeks of ex- 
tended discussion. The vote, taken in 
a business meeting that was widely ad- 
vertised two weeks in advance, was by 
secret ballot and was unanimous. The 
Tulsa congregation has invited some 
of the leaders of the American Bap- 
tist Convention to visit the church in 
order better to acquaint the members 
with the program of the convention. 





Joseph D. Ban 
Installed 


Charles Lyon Seasholes, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Dayton, 
Ohio, preached the installation sermon 
for Joseph D. Ban, new pastor of the 
Livingston Avenue Baptist Church, 
New Brunswick, N.J. The charge to 
the church was given by Bradford 
Abernethy, a member of the New 
Brunswick church and chaplain at 
Rutgers University. The charge to the 
minister was given by Harold F. Stod- 
dard, executive secretary of the New 
Jersey Baptist Convention, and the 
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Left to right: Bradford Abernethy, Joseph D. 





prayer of installation was given by 
M. Stephen James, president of the 
New Brunswick Theological Semi- 
nary. Mr. Ban, a graduate of the de- 
partment of civil engineering of the 
University of Pittsburgh, earned his 
bachelor of divinity degree from Col- 
gate Rochester Divinity School. He 
was formerly assistant minister at the 


First Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio. 


Hopi Women 
Hold House Party 


Forty women from the missionary 
circles of the Keams Canyon Baptist 
Mission and Mennonite groups from 
Oraibi met recently at the First Mesa 
Baptist Mission, Polacca, Ariz., for a 
miniature house party sponsored by 
the Abigal Missionary Circle of the 
First and Second Mesa Baptist Mis- 
sions. The program theme “Precious 
Treasure” followed a mining motif. 
Those in attendance were called 
“prospectors”; the meeting place was 
labeled “the site of the gold rush”; 
workshops were entitled “digging for 
treasures”; free time appeared on the 
program as “golden nugget”; and the 
closing devotional period was listed as 
the “last gem for the day.” In report- 
ing the meeting, Mrs. James Denny 
said, “We staked our claim for the 
‘Precious Treasure,’ and truly the day 
was a success.” 


1,123 Servicemen Use 
Center Every Month 

The Servicemen’s Center of the 
Middle Street Baptist Church, Ports- 
mouth, N.H., has enjoyed phenomenal 
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success since its opening in January. 
The center ministers to an average of 
1,123 servicemen each month. Twen- 
ty-five hostesses contribute three hun- 
dred hours of voluntary service each 
month. Four times as many service- 
men attended Sunday worship services 
in April as in January, and an attend- 
ance of 560 was maintained at the 
center during the vacation month of 
August. Approximately twenty serv- 
icemen are invited into the homes of 
church members each month. Counsel- 
ing is one of the center’s important 
functions. Servicemen’s centers are an 
effective channel of ministry to mili- 
tary personnel. The department of 
Christian ministry of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies co- 
operates with local and state groups 
in sponsoring a number of these cen- 
ters. 


One Hundred Sixty 
Burma Pastors Meet 


Ola Hanson, former missionary to 
Burma, on the eve of his final return 
to the United States, in 1928, called 
together a small number of Kachin 
pastors for a period of fellowship and 
inspiration. There were so few pas- 
tors in those days they could meet 
comfortably on the veranda. Twenty- 
eight years later an eight-day confer- 
ence held in Bhama, Burma, was at- 
tended by 160 pastors who came from 
churches located more than five hun- 
dred miles apart. The pastors came 
on foot, by boat, in jeeps, and even 
by plane. There were young preach- 
ers still in Bible school and senior 
pastors, one of whom had served for 
fifty-four years. The conference, called 
to provide inspiration and to face 
common problems in the work, was 
declared to be so worth while that the 
general.feeling was that it should be 
repeated in the near future. 


Thurgood Marshall 
Urges Integration 


Churches are the most important 
bridge to span the river separating 
whites and blacks, said ‘Thurgood 
Marshall, chief counsel of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, at the fall meeting of 
the board of managers of the Council 
on Christian Social Progress, held in 
New York city. He said he believed 
the average white family in the South 
views integration as inevitable and the 
right thing to do. However, many par- 
ents find it difficult to put the theory 
into practice when it comes to the 
point of allowing their children to 
study in integrated schools. Pressure 
from outside forces works against the 
white families that would otherwise 
be for integration, he continued. Mr. 
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Marshall was referring to White Citi- 
zens Councils, which are spreading 
throughout the South. These councils 
are usually headed by the most re- 
spected men in town. Mr. Marshall 
suggested two methods by which 
American Baptists could implement a 
resolution adopted at the American 
Baptist Convention in Seattle last June 
urging integration within the denomi- 
nation’s 6,500 churches. One way, he 
said, is to make it known that the 
churches are opening their doors to 
Negroes, not only for attendance, but 
for participation as well. The second 
way, he continued, is for churches in 
all white sections to have regular fel- 
lowship with churches in Negro sec- 
tions. 


Alfred A. Merrill Assumes 


Temporary Position 


Alfred A. Merrill, secretary of the 
Assam Mission, has joined the public 
relations department of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societies on 
a temporary basis. Rev. and Mrs. Mer- 
rill were called home suddenly from 
Assam because of the illness of their 
youngest son, Bruce. Mr. Merrill 
started his work in New York on Oc- 
tober 1. He expects to return to Assam 
as soon as his son recovers. 


Money Saved, 
Borrowing Not Necessary 


For the first time in many years, 
the American Baptist Convention did 
not have to borrow money to operate 
through the summer months, when 
Unified Budget receipts tend to de- 
crease sharply. Changing the start of 
the fiscal year from May to January 
was one of the factors that made this 
achievement possible. Receipts from 
the churches are heaviest from Janu- 
ary to March. These months are now 
at the beginning rather than at the 
end of the business year. As a result, 
approximately $50,000 was available 
for use last summer that would not 
have been available under the old sys- 
tem. Another reason for the saving 
was the establishment of a stabiliza- 
tion fund, which enabled the conven- 
tion to borrow from itself the addi- 
tional funds required, without inter- 
est. An estimated $18,000 was saved 
this year that would have been used 
for interest payments in other years. 


Earl F. Adams 


Passes Away 


Earl F. Adams, fifty-six, assistant 
general secretary of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., died of a heart attack on No- 
vember 1. At the time of his death he 
was serving as the director of the 
council’s Washington, D.C., office. 
From 1939 to 1945, Dr. Adams was 
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director of promotion for the Amer- 
ican (then Northern) Baptist Conven- 
tion. For the next three years he 
served as executive director of the 
Protestant Council of the City of New 
York. He was executive secretary of 
the planning committee that formed 
the National Council in 1950. Last 
February, he made a special study of 
church and welfare work in West 
Germany as a guest of the Federal 





Earl F. Adams 


Republic. Born in Palmyra, N.Y., Dr. 
Adams attended Denison University, 
Granville, Ohio; Colgate Rochester 
Divinity School, Rochester, N.Y.; and 
the University of Chicago, Chicago, 
Ill. He received honorary doctor of 
divinity degrees from Denison Univer- 
sity, Granville, Ohio, and Hillsdale 
College, Hillsdale, Mich. After his 
ordination in 1925, he served Baptist 
churches in Hillsdale, Mich., Chicago, 
Ill., and Buffalo, N.Y. 


Public Affairs Committee 
Elects Officers 


Edward B. Willingham, general sec- 
retary of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Societies, was re-elected chair- 
man of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs at a recent meeting 
in Washington, D.C. Another Ameri- 
can Baptist elected to office was W. 
Hubert Porter, who fills the new post 
of assistant recording secretary. Mr. 
Porter is associate general secretary of 
the American Baptist Convention. 


New Japanese 
Braille Bible 

Recently a service was held at the 
Ginza Church in downtown Tokyo, 
Japan, as both sighted and blind per- 
sons celebrated the completion of the 


New Japanese Kogotai Braille Bible 
for the blind of Japan. This Bible, in 
thirty-two volumes, requires five feet 
of shelf space. The Old Testament is 
in twenty-four volumes and the New 
Testament is in eight. As the new 
edition is in the language which all 
the people of Japan can easily under- 
stand, it will be widely welcomed by 
finger-tip readers wherever Japanese 
is spoken. There are an estimated 
140,000 blind persons in Japan. 


Church Membership 
Reaches New High 


For the first time, church member- 
ship in the United States has passed 
the 100,000,000 mark. The new total, 
as compiled from official statistics of 
the churches by the National Council 
of Churches, is 100,162,529, in all 
faiths. This means that exactly 60.9 
per cent of all Americans are church 
members, a gain of 2.8 per cent over 
the previous year. The population rise 
in the same period was 1.8 per cent. 
In proportion to the population, 
Protestants number 35.5 per cent; 
Roman Catholics, 20.3 per cent, vir- 
tually the same ratio as has existed 
for many generations. Baptist groups, 
numbering twenty-seven bodies, have 
the greatest number of adherents, 18,- 
783,097. The next largest are twenty- 
two Methodist bodies, with an aggre- 
gate of 11,784,060 members. 


Edward B. Willingham 
Tours Far East 


Edward B. Willingham, general sec- 
retary of the American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Societies, left by air on 
November 17 for a tour of denomina- 
tional mission stations in the Far East. 
Traveling with him is his wife, whose 
trip is being personally financed by the 
Willinghams. They will visit Japan, 
Okinawa, the Philippines, and Hong 
Kong. In each area to be visited, the 
local mission secretary is arranging for 
Dr. Willingham to meet the people 
and see the work sponsored by the 
societies. The Willinghams will return 
January 11. 


Mrs. Frank A. Nelson 


Passes Away 


Mrs. Lillian Nelson, wife of the im- 
mediate past president of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention, died in Ra- 
cine, Wis., October 15, of leukemia. 
Ill for approximately six months, she 
was readmitted into the hospital a few 
days prior to her passing. Frank A. 
Nelson is recuperating from a serious 
automobile accident. On September 
21, he suffered broken ribs, along with 
arm and shoulder injuries. The high- 
way mishap occurred while he was 
driving to Green Lake to preside at 
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the tenth annual conference of Wis- 
consin laymen, sponsored by the Wis- 
consin Council of Churches. Mr. Nel- 
son was hospitalized, but he has 
returned home. 


Stanley B. Hazzard Honored 
At Societies’ Anniversaries 


A testimonial to Stanley B. Hazzard, 
retiring executive secretary of the New 
York Baptist City Society, was held at 
the 150th anniversary observance of 
the society, at Riverside Church, No- 
vember 12. Personal tributes to Dr. 
Hazzard’s forty-five years of service 
were given by Charles C. Tillinghast, 
Sr., honorary president of the society; 
Robert J. McCracken, pastor of Riv- 
erside Church; and O. Clay Maxwell, 
pastor of the Mt. Olivet Baptist 
Church and a board member of the 
society. Dr. Hazzard is also retiring 
as executive secretary of the Baptist 
Church Extension Society of Brooklyn 
and Queens. His thirty-eight years of 
service with the latter organization 
was commemorated at a dinner held 
at the Hanson Place Methodist 
Church, Brooklyn, on November 29. 


Mission Work Continues 
Among Chinese 


Christian missionaries may be ex- 
cluded from working on China’s main- 
land, but there are many opportuni- 
ties for Christian evangelism among 
the more than 20,000,000 Chinese 
living outside of China today. Con- 
servative estimates divide the 20,- 
000,000 as follows: Taiwan (For- 
mosa), 8,000,000; Hong Kong, 
2,500,000; Indochina, 1,200,000; 
Thailand, 3,600,000; Philippines, 
150,000; Malaya-Singapore, 3,000,- 
000; Indonesia, 1,600,000; Burma, 
300,000. Former mainland China mis- 
sionaries of the American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Societies are now work- 
ing among Chinese in Hong Kong, in 
Thailand, in the Philippines, and in 


Burma. 


Religion-in-Life Week 
At Bucknell 


Speakers at the annual religion-in- 
life program held at Bucknell Univer- 
sity, Lewisburg, Pa., this fall were 
John Dillenberger, associate professor 
of theology at Harvard Divinity 
School, and James H. Robinson, min- 
ister of the Church of the Master, 
New York city, and one of the coun- 
try’s outstanding Negro leaders. The 
theme of the program was “Commit- 
ment to What,” with numerous ses- 
sions scheduled in various classes and 
in the university residence halls. 
Thirty-five guest leaders, including 
prominent ministers and educators 
from the three major faiths, partici- 
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pated in these sessions. Bucknell is a 
Baptist-related school and the re- 
ligion-in-life week is supported, in 
part, by funds from the Board of 
Education and Publication of the 
American Baptist Convention. 


National Council 
Has New Emblem 


The five-year-old National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. now has an official emblem. 
The emblem combines a cross as the 
symbol of Christianity on an outline 
map of the United States. It signifies 





that the council of thirty Protestant 
and Orthodox communions is a 
United States religious organization. 
Circular in design, the emblem car- 
ries on the rim the words: “Jesus 
Christ, Divine Lord and Savior.” On 
the face of the map is an approved 
shortened version of the name of 
the council “National Council of 
Churches.” 


Colegio Bautista Receives 


Milk from UNICEF 


Colegio Bautista, American Baptist 
home-mission school in Santa Ana, El 
Salvador, was the recipient of five 
hundred pounds of powdered milk 
from UNICEF for the use of the 208 
children in the elementary school. The 
hygiene class made “Drink More 
Milk” charts for use in the classrooms. 
Children of the various classes made 
posters for display on the bulletin 
boards. The teachers employ an abun- 
dance of enthusiasm in promoting the 
use of milk, as many of the children 
are not accustomed to drinking milk 
at home, and do not appreciate the 
value and necessity of milk as a health 
food. 


17,000 Baptisms 
At Vanga 


Chester J. Jump, American Baptist 
missionary at Vanga, Belgian Congo, 
in an article published in Congo Mis- 
sion News, gives the following statis- 
tics concerning work at Vanga during 
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BAPTIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 


Organized 


on the campus of 


FRANKLIN COLLEGE OF INDIANA 
December, 1941 




















HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 


December 1941 is usually remembered for the surprise attack 
upon Pearl Harbor. With this act a dark page of history was 


written. 


December 1941 has a brighter meaning to Baptists. At this 
time the Baptist Youth Fellowship was organized on the campus 
of Franklin College, Franklin, Indiana, and became the official 
national organization for all Baptist youth. During the fifteen years 


since its founding, the BYF has had for its goals: 


“To emphasize the personal acceptance of Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord, and to encourage religious growth through a 
deepening understanding of the CHRISTIAN FAITH. 


“To promote an enthusiastic CHRISTIAN WITNESS in all 
aspects of life and to foster in the church an active program of 


evangelism. 


“To insure intelligent participation in CHRISTIAN 
WORLD OUTREACH. 


“To encourage a Christian solution of community and world 


problems through concerned CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP. 


“To develop friendliness and to give spiritual depth to life 
through active participation in CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.” 


Franklin College extends its heartiest congratulations to all 
members of this organization. May it continue to serve with God’s 


blessing. 








the past four and a half years. There church membership in the thirty-two 


have been 17,000 baptisms; active churches of this area is now over 
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The stable - 

Rough, unkempt, 

Improbable place for the birth of a Lord - 

But in those days an unearthly light transformed it 
And the Glory of the Lord shone round about it. 


Ne pa -- 


Our service - 

Weak, trifling, 

Inadequate acts to witness to our call - 

But in these days may the light of His spirit come upon us. 
And the glory of His love shine through our lives. 
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NEW RECRUITS FOR THE RANKS OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
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The Baptist Institute Class of 1959 
Christian center workers, church secretaries, pastoral assistants, directors of 
religious education, Christian homemakers, missionaries! 
For Information, write 


THE BAPTIST INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


P. O. Box 37 “Portledge’’ Bryn Mawr, Pa. DR. OSCAR HENDERSON, President 
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28,000; and the giving has passed 
3,500,000 francs (approximately 
$700,000) annually. Beginning in 


1946, with a spontaneous desire to 
help Filipino Christians in their war 
distress, gifts totaling more than a 
quarter of a million francs have gone 
to China, India, Europe, Assam, and 
Japan to aid in Christian work in 
those places. There are 9,000 students 
in village schools. During the past 
year, 2,500 new pupils passed ex- 
aminations for entrance into regional 
schools. This means not only that the 
educational level of the church mem- 
bership is being raised gradually, but 
also that there is a steady source of 
workers for various activities of the 
church. The church continues to 
grow. Giving is increasing. The mem- 
bership remains faithful. The only 
dark spot in the picture is the lack 
of adequate opportunity for secondary 
education, and even this situation may 
be remedied shortly if plans for a 
union secondary school in the area 
materialize. 


Fruitful Contact Made 
With Cuban Lawyer 


A prominent lawyer in Ciego de 
Avila, Cuba, recently began an at- 
tack on Baptists through the medium 
of the local newspaper. Juan Pablo 
Tamayo, pastor at Moron, a com- 
munity not far from Ciego de Avila, 
and a recent graduate of the Baptist 
Seminary in Santiago, replied to the 
attacks. This continued for several 
weeks, until the Baptist Youth Federa- 
tion of the Cuba Mission met in Ciego 
de Avila. The lawyer was invited to 
attend the meetings. He accepted the 
invitation and attended a meeting at 
which Juan Pablo Tamayo was the 
speaker. After the meeting the lawyer 
indicated his interest in attending ad- 
ditional services and the way was 
opened for a fruitful contact with this 
man. 


In a Word 
Or Two 


® Elton E. Smith, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, McMinnville, Oreg., 
received the honorary degree of doc- 
tor of divinity from Linfield College 
at the annual convocation held this 
fall. 

"New members of the First Baptist 
Church, Redlands, Calif., Frank B. 
Fagerburg, pastor, receive a one year’s 
subscription for Missions magazine, 
compliments of the church. 

® The First Baptist Church, Niagara 
Falls, N.Y., H. Victor Kane, pastor, 
granted letters of dismissal to eighty- 
one members who became charter 
members of the newly formed Lewis- 
ton Baptist Church. 
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®When the new sanctuary and fel- 
lowship hall of the Church-in-the- 
Garden, Garden City, N.Y., was dedi- 
cated last September, the church 
house was named “Robbins Hall” in 
honor of Joseph C. Robbins, a former 
pastor and former secretary of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society. Evan J. Shearman is the 
present minister of the church. 

™ Roland H. Clemson was recently 
ordained by the Trinity Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., where he 
has been pastor for seven years. 

®A citation was conferred upon 
Harry S. Meyers, of Hillsdale, Mich., 
at the achievement-award program 
held this fall at Hillsdale College. Dr. 
Myers has been associated with the 
college for over sixty years as student, 
teacher, and a member of the board 
of trustees. 

"A. George Downing, of Long 
Beach, Calif., director of church exten- 
sion for the Southern California Bap- 
tist Convention, was recently elected 
executive secretary of that convention, 
succeeding Frank M. Kepner who be- 
came pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Long Beach, Calif., on Oc- 
tober 1. 

® William E. Hayler will become pas- 
tor of the Clarksburg Baptist Church, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., on December 16. 
For the past five years Mr. Hayler has 
been serving out of Sioux Falls, 
S.Dak., on the staff of the field coun- 
seling department of the Council on 
Missionary Cooperation of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. 

"Clarence W. Kemper was recently 
made pastor emeritus of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Boulder, Colo., where he 
served as pastor from 1945 to 1950. In 
addition, he is also pastor emeritus of 
the First Baptist Church, Denver, 
Colo., where he served from 1934 to 
1945. Dr. Kemper, now retired, lives 
in Boulder. 


Anniversary 
Celebrations 

™The First Baptist Church, Co- 
lumbia, Mo., Lee C. Sheppard, pas- 
tor, recognized its program of college 
student work at a fifty-year birthday 
occasion. Robert Bartel is the univer- 
sity pastor. 

"The Gilbert Memorial First Bap- 
tist Church, Mt. Clemens, Mich., its 
122nd. Wilbert D. Gough is the min- 
ister. 

® Emmanuel Baptist Church, Schen- 
ectady, N. Y., its 75th. Francis W. 
Trimmer, pastor. 


Correction, Please! 

On page 21 of our November issue 
it was inadvertently stated that the 
illiteracy rate in India is 20 per cent. 
The word “literacy” should have been 
used. 
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World Christianity 


By ANNA CANADA SWAIN 





Work Camp 
A Success 


Baptist young people from several 
European countries participated in 
building an outdoor worship center at 
the beautiful camping site of Swedish 
Baptists just outside Stockholm this 
past summer. Erik Rudin, who is well 
known in America, is the able secre- 
tary of Swedish Baptists. 


Free Churches 
And Cooperation 


Since 1926, a very active group of 
churches in Germany have worked to- 
gether in the Association of Evangeli- 
cal Free Churches. The members are 
the Union of Evangelical Free Church 
Congregations (Baptists and Plymouth 
Brethren), the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the Evangelical Association, 
and the Union of Free Evangelical 
Congregations. The Moravians are ob- 
servers within the group. Since 1948. 
through the Cooperative Council of 
Christian Churches, Baptists have co- 
operated in a wider fellowship, which 
includes the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (E.K.D.), the Old Catholic 
Church, and German Mennonites. 
Outside the Lutheran and Evangelical 
Church, Baptists are the largest group, 
with 61,855 in West Germany and 
38,071 in East Germany, making a 


© total of 99,926. The Methodists are 
| the second largest group, with 55,000. 


European Baptists 
Hold Consultation 


A very successful meeting of Euro- 


ne pean Baptists was held just outside 
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Oslo, Norway, this past summer. Ar- 
nold T. Ohrn, general secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance, and Edwin A. 
Bell, of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion, were present. 


Baptists in Finland 
And Language Difficulties 


Nine-tenths of the people in Fin- 
land speak their own languaze. The 
other tenth speak Swedish. For this 
reason it has been impossible for Bap- 
tists to work in one organization. Al- 
war Sundell, of Vasa, is the energetic 
head of the Swedish group of two 
thousand. He not only acts as secre- 
tary of the Swedish-speaking Baptists 
in Finland, but is editor of their 
church paper, which reaches practi- 
cally every member of their churches. 
Although both the Finnish-speaking 
and the Swedish-speaking Baptists in 
Finland believe that the local church 
is the highest spiritual authority, they 





have both for many years felt the de- 
sire for fellowship with other churches. 
In consequence, as long ago as 1883, 
yearly meetings have been held, to 
which all the Swedish Baptist churches 
are invited. There has been no at- 


tempt to formulate doctrine, but 
rather there has been a growing de- 
sire to find ways to help each other. 
At the moment, despite the smallness 
of the group, their foreign-mission en- 
terprise is growing. In a short time 
there will be four missionary couples 
in service. This past year completed 
a century of Baptist work in Finland. 
One of the features of the celebration 
has been the publication of a well- 
illustrated and carefully compiled his- 
tory of Baptist work in the country, by 
Alwar Sundell. Mr. Sundell was the 
recipient, several years ago, of one of 
the ecumenical scholarships of the 
World Council of Churches. He spent 
one and one-quarter years in America. 


British Baptist Leader 
In Bible Society 


E. H. Robertson, British Baptist, 
who not only has been active in the 
United Bible Society, but also has been 
head of the religious department of 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, 
feels that Hungarian Christians mav 
well be a bridge between Eastern and 
Western Christians. “Although,” he 
said recently, “they are behind the 
Iron Curtain, they have carefully kept 
alive their contacts with the West 
through the World Council of 
Churches.” Although the majority of 
the ten million people living in Hun- 
gary are Roman Catholic, 30 per cent 
of the people are Protestant. Two mil- 
lion belong to the Reformed Church, 
one-half million are Lutherans, and 
one hundred thousand belong to the 
Baptist and other free churches. 


Churches Again Face 
Difficult Problem 


Christian missionaries in foreign 
lands always have problems, but the 
rising tide of nationalism around the 
world at the moment is accentuating 
some of them. One of the worst, dat- 
ing back to the Crusades, is found in 
every country where Mohammedan- 
ism is the dominant religion, with the 
exception of Indonesia. (The Crusades 
did not reach those islands.) Egypt, 
for example, has issued a solemn warn- 
ing to both Roman Catholic and Prot- 
estant schools that they must teach the 
Islamic religion to their Moslem stu- 
dents or face confiscation. A govern- 
ment newspaper brands Christian mis- 
sionaries as “spearheads of imperialism 
bent on exploitation, domination, and 
slavery,” according to Ecumenical 
Press Service. 
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Letters... 


TO THE EDITOR 





SIR: It was with some concern that I saw 
in the October, 1956, copy of Missions 
the two-page-spread advertisement of the 
General Electric Corporation. I also note 
that there is an increasing amount of ads 
placed in the magazine by companies anx- 
ious to sell their vanilla, table napkins, etc. 

I have been grateful .up to this point 
that there were a few pieces of literature 
which could come to the church or go into 
the people’s homes without the undue pres- 
sures of unnecessary advertising. I can 
hardly see the necessity of including the 
kind of ads that were mentioned above. 
Certainly large corporations have a vast 
number of other advertising media. As far 
as other companies providing means of 
making a “quick buck” for women’s organi- 
zations, youth groups, etc., their schemes 
flood the church office practically every day 
of the week. 

It is conceivable that a good portion of 
the money to finance the publication of 
MIssIOoNs must come from advertisements 
of companies who serve the church directly, 
such as advertisements for organs, chimes, 
ministerial and choir gowns, etc., as well as 
Baptist-related schools, colleges, and semi- 
naries. However, I do feel that companies 
with only a secondary relationship to the 
churches or none at all should not be in- 
cluded in a publication of this kind. Per- 
haps I am the only one to voice this feel- 
ing—nonetheless, I am of the opinion that 
a magazine as worth while as MIssIoNns 
should not become involved in unnecessary 
advertising campaigns. 

Frep E. Buuve, Jr. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


[Although we do not share Correspon- 
dent Blue’s attitude toward the General 
Electric advertisements which have ap- 
peared in our columns, we do share it with 
regard to money-raising schemes. At its re- 
cent meeting, the Missions publication 
committee voted unanimously to discon- 
tinue such advertising, and as soon as pres- 
ent contracts expire, out these advertise- 
ments go! Mr. Blue is right about another 
thing. It takes money to publish a maga- 
zine, and as long as the subscription rates 
of MISSIONS remain as low as they are, we 
shall have to carry advertising in order to 
survive. Seventy-five thousand subscriptions 
would help solve the problem.—Eb.] 


SIR: In the last paragraph of “As I See 
It” in the October issue of Missions, Dr. 
Lipphard writes: ““To very few Baptist pas- 
tors is given the rare privilege of serving 
more than a quarter of a century in one 
church.” I should like to have you know 
that my husband, David E. Haglund, com- 
pleted thirty-seven years of ministry with 
the South Avenue Baptist Church, Roches- 
ter, N.Y., last June. He is now retiring at 
the end of this calendar year. The church 
paid him a glowing tribute at the thirtieth- 
anniversary service. 


Rochester, N.Y. 


Epitx A. HAGLUND 


SIR: May I congratulate you on the ap- 
pearance in October Missions of the 
material by Anna Canada Swain on our 
world mission, as we Baptists participate in 
the mission of the World Council of 
Churches and the International Missionary 
Council. 

I was also very much pleased to note 
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that the page on missionary and steward- 
ship education for children was devoted to 
a fine interpretation of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and its Hal- 
lowe’en Trick or Treat project. As the ac- 
credited observer at the U.N. for the Amer- 
ican Baptist Convention, I find it most 
gratifying to see such fine cooperation. 

MABEL MartTIN 
Summit, N.J. 


SIR: With regard to editorials and “As 
I See It” in the November issue, thanks. 
Prayer is nothing more or less to many peo- 
ple than a spare tire to get you home in an 
emergency. 
MERRILL C. SKAUG 
Eagle, Idaho 


SIR: I greatly appreciated Dr. Dahlberg’s 
article on “Israel and the Future of the 
Middle East.” He gave a graphic account 
of a splendid achievement. Additional light 
is shed on the accomplishments of Israel 
when we remember that they took over 
cities and towns, groves and farms owned 
for many generations by peaceful Palestin- 
ians; that their remarkable new develop- 
ments have been financed by nearly a billion 
dollars given by Americans. 

The picture is not quite complete unless 
we remember that a million Arabs, who 
lived in and owned what is now Israel, are 
homeless refugees living on five cents’ worth 
of grain a day. 

One’s enthusiasm for Israel’s achieve- 
ments is somewhat dampened by the fact 
that Israel asked and received an $880,000,- 
000 indemnity from West Germany for in- 
dignities suffered by Jews under Hitler, but 
that Israel has not yet reimbursed any 
Palestinian Arab for the loss of his home 
or property. 

American support of this abortive effort 
to fulfill prophecy has dispossessed a mil- 
lion peaceful people who now live in abys- 
mal poverty, alienated seventy million 
Arabs who control 60 per cent or more of 
the world’s oil, and may well plunge the 
world into World War III. 

Cecit G. OsBorNE 
Burlingame, Calif. 


SIR: I have just received your second ar- 
ticle on Russia and feel highly honored to 
have known you and to have shared this 
experience with you. You have a way of 
writing so clearly, so succinctly, and with a 
full grasp of the situation which has me 
standing with real admiration. 

Rosert A. EDGAR 
Glenview, Ill. 


SIR: I have read your articles on Russia 
and have enjoyed them very much. I think 
we might have slight differences of opinion 
on some things, but on the whole we agree 
very well. 


Bluffton, Ohio 


Lioyp L. RAMSEYER 


SIR: Your “Journey to the Soviet Union— 
Part II” in the October issue of Missions 
is admirable and maintains fully the high 
quality and penetration and vision of Part 
I. The illustrations, too, are extremely apt 
and illuminating and the front cover is 
wonderful. When I speak of that memor- 
able Sunday in Moscow I am always going 
to hold up the magazine to illustrate the 
Sunday evening service in the Baptist 
church, hoping that they will come up 
afterwards and look closely. 

HuntTLey Dupre 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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At I See Kt 


By WILLIAM B. LIPPHARD 








HILE in London this past sum- 

mer, I made a long trip, almost 
to the city limits, to Highgate Ceme- 
tery. I wanted to stand beside and to 
photograph the grave of Karl Marx, 
founder of modern communism. His 
grave is marked by a tombstone so 
huge and impressive that no tourist 
wandering through the cemetery 
could possibly miss it. On top the 
sculptor had carved a massive head 
of Marx, with the familiar shaggy 
hair, the bristling eyebrows, and the 
unkempt beard. 

As I stood there in silent meditation 
and noticed the floral tributes, I re- 
flected on the enormous influence that 
this man has had on human destiny 
in our time. I wondered how many 
Americans over the years had errone- 
ously assumed that communism was a 
product of Soviet Russia. In reality, 
it was conceived and born in London. 
On the preceding day I had gone to 
the British Museum. In its spacious 
reading room, that miraculously es- 
caped wartime bombing damage, Karl 
Marx had sat, hour after hour and 
day after day, writing his monumental 
book on capitalism, known to all the 
world as Das Kapital. For thirty-four 
years he and his wife, who shares his 
Highgate Cemetery grave, had lived 
in a squalid flat in a London slum. 
Out of that poverty, and prompted by 
his sympathy for the working man who 
was then being shamelessly exploited 
by the industrial revolution and the 
laissez faire capitalism that had 
marked the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, was born that monstrous 
economic and ideological evil known 
as Marxian communism. 

ca 

Today one billion five hundred mil- 
lion people across the earth are follow- 
ers of Karl Marx, subscribing dynami- 
cally to his frenzied admonition which 
the sculptor has carved into his tomb- 
stone: “Workers of all lands, unite!” 
To this slogan Lenin later added, 
“You have nothing to lose but your 
chains!” Today these many millions of 
people are likewise motivated by 
their poverty, their desperate eco- 
nomic plight, their rightful demands 
that they, too, deserve their fair share 
of the good things of life, and their 
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legitimate nationalistic aspirations for 
a place in the sun. 

The total who thus profess alle- 
giance to Karl Marx is more than dou- 
ble the total who acknowledge alle- 
giance to Jesus Christ. That should 
really be a frightening fact! Yet how 
few people are concerned about it. 


Here are two conflicting philoso- 
phies competing for the loyalty and 
the support of the world’s peoples. 
They are as far apart as the poles, as 
different as black and white, as un- 
mixable as oil and water, as irrecon- 
cilable as good and bad. Some years 
ago (I regret that I cannot recall who 
said it, so as to give credit) somebody 
offered this penetrating comment on 
the difference between Christianity 
and communism, the distinction be- 
tween the way of life urged by Karl 
Marx and the way of life proclaimed 
by Jesus of Nazareth: “Communism 
says, what is thine is mine and I will 
take it from thee; whereas Christian- 
ity says, what is mine is also thine and 
I will share it with thee.” Of course, 
this is an oversimplification; yet it is 
forever true. And it remains for the 
Christian people of the world, al- 
though now in a seemingly hopeless 
minority, as compared with the vast 
hordes under the frenzied spell of 
communism, to determine, while there 
is yet a little time, which of these two 
ways of life will eventually become the 
universal way of life for mankind. 

How foolish, how unrealistic, indeed 
how perilous, are the policies of those 
who urge military superiority, an im- 
mense stockpile of hydrogen bombs, a 
program of “massive retaliation,” as 
the only ways and means of checking 
the spread of communism! Assuredly 
one hydrogen bomb can kill millions 
of communists; but it cannot destroy 
communism! The philosophy of com- 
munism cannot be overcome by mili- 
tary means. It can be disposed of only 
by a superior philosophy, whether it 
is expressed in disinterested economic 
improvement, Christian social better- 
ment, racial integration, nationalistic 
unselfishness, or worldwide religious 
cooperation. 

Once again the world pauses for a 
single day this month to observe the 





return of Christmas and to celebrate 
the birthday of Him who came that 
men might have life and have it more 
abundantly. Down in their hearts, all 
who follow the way of communism are 
really seeking the abundant life that 
has heretofore been denied them, or 
that for various reasons they have 
missed. Christmas should furnish op- 
portunity for seriously considering how 
the spirit of brotherhood, good will, 
and peace may be spread across the 
earth and thus satisfy the yearnings of 
immense multitudes to whom not 
Jesus of Nazareth but Karl Marx is 
proclaimed as the Savior of the world. 
& 


On the Civil War battlefield at Get- 
tysburg, Pa., there was recently dedi- 
cated a statue of Albert Woolson. He 
died August 2, at the age of 109, the 
last survivor of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. Two members of the 
Confederate Army were reported still 
living. When these two have been 
buried in Confederate cemeteries, the 
great host of several million men who 
fought on both sides of the Civil War 
will have departed. That war ended 
ninety-one years ago. 

Applying a similar time schedule to 
the First World War, the Second 
World War, and the Korean War, and 
allowing for increasingly longer lon- 
gevity, it means that not until about 
the year 2050 will the last survivor of 
the wars of our time have taken his 
departure. Thus until the year 2050 
the United States Treasury, which 
means your income tax and your 
grandchildren’s income tax, will be 
paying pensions and all kinds of bene- 
fits, now or hereafter voted by Con- 
gress, to these veterans. 

® 

War is always a grim and costly 
business. In finance and loss of prop- 
erty, its cost can be calculated to the 
last penny. In terms of human life, 


suffering, anguish, misery, lasting ha- 


treds, and endless woe, its cost is in- 
calculable. In theological terms it still 
remains mankind’s most fiendish sin. 

The World Conference on Church 
and State at Oxford, England, in 
1937, to which even the Southern 
Baptist Convention had sent delegates, 
declared: 

“War involves compulsory enmity, 
diabolical outrage against human per- 
sonality, and a wanton distortion of 
the truth. War is a particular demon- 
stration of the power of sin in our 
world and a defiance of the righteous- 
ness of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 
No justification of war must be al- 
lowed to conceal or minimize this 
fact.” 

With that declaration all Christians 
can agree. Until the year 2050 we shall 
continue to pay for that colossal sin. 
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EDITORIALS 
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ECEMBER is here, and Christmas and New 
Year’s Day are not far behind. In many sections 
of the land there is a nip in the air, snow and ice cover 
the ground, and roads and highways are slippery and 
treacherous. Accompanying all this at the year’s end 
will be an abundant flow of alcoholic beverages, dulling 
sensibilities, slowing down reflexes, impairing vision, 
and making rational behavior less and less possible. 
Traffic fatalities will soar. Tragedy will stalk the land. 
Last calendar year, according to the National Safety 
Council, in twenty-six out of every hundred traffic 
fatalities, either a driver or an adult pedestrian had 
been drinking. With the increase in the size and speed 
of automobiles, and mounting liquor sales, this number 
of fatalities is bound to go up. Surely a newspaper car- 
toon is exactly right in saying: “If there is a difference, 
we fail to see it—between a drunk with a gun and a 
drunk with an automobile.” 


Election Over— 
Now to Work 


OW that the national election is over and a Presi- 

dent and a Vice-President for the next four years 

have been duly chosen, it is time for all Americans to 
get down to hard work. Professional partisanship may 
well be put back into political closets while members of 
both major political parties now turn their attention to 
being good, law-abiding citizens. If only we could meas- 
ure up to the glowing campaign pledges, what a trans- 
formation would soon take place in this great and won- 
derful country of ours! Take civil rights, for example. 
Both the Republicans and the Democrats made commit- 
ments here that must not, cannot, now be ignored. 
“The Republican Party .. . commits itself anew to 
advancing the rights of all our people regardless of 
race, color, or national origin . . . accepts the decision 
of the U. S. Supreme Court that racial discrimination 
in publicly supported schools must be progressively 
eliminated. We concur in the conclusion of the Supreme 
Court that its decision directing school desegregation 
should be accomplished with ‘all deliberate speed’ lo- 
cally through Federal district courts.” That is plain 
enough for anyone to understand. And said the Demo- 
crats: “We will continue our efforts to eradicate dis- 
crimination based on race, religion, or national origin. 
. The Democratic Party pledges itself to continue its 
efforts to eliminate illegal discriminations of all kinds, 
in relation to (1) full rights to vote, (2) full rights to 
engage in gainful occupations, (3) full rights to enjoy 
security of the person, and (4) full rights to education 
in all publicly supported institutions.” That, too, is 
plain enough for anyone to understand. It is now up to 
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legislators, judges, lawyers, employers, school boards, 
law-enforcement officers, members of our churches, 
citizens of the land, to transmute these high ideals into 
action and accomplishment. 


Gold Coast 
To Ghana 


ARCH 6, 1957, the Gold Coast, British colony 

and protectorate in West Africa, will achieve its 
independence. By agreement, rather than compulsion, 
the new self-governing nation, to be known as Ghana, 
will become a part of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations. Let the Communist nations please take note. 
All this will take place without strife or force of arms. 
The new government will be formed according to the 
will, and by the consent, of the governed. Communists 
and others who continue to condemn the West for its 
“imperialism” and “colonialism” should now begin to 
understand that this is the second half of the twentieth 
century, not the second half of the nineteenth or even 
the first of the twentieth. The old “colonialism” is a 
thing of the past or is fast becoming so. Other indepen- 
dent and sovereign nations will be born as the last rem- 
nants of this anachronistic form of government disap- 
pears. And the transition need not be long. It was only 
in 1951 that the first general election was held in the 
Gold Coast. The following year a constitutional amend- 
ment provided for the election of a prime minister, and 
the way was cleared for the independence which the 
nation is soon to achieve. The prime minister chosen 
was Kwame Nkrumah, who holds a doctor’s degree 
from an American university and has studied at Ox- 
ford. In his motion for independence on August 3, he 
spoke of his country as the “torchbearer of freedom, not 
only for herself, but for this African continent of ours.’ 
So may it be. 


Suez Crisis— 
End of an Era 


HATEVER else may come out of the controversy 

over Egypt’s nationalization of the Suez Canal 

on July 26, certain facts have become increasingly clear. 
Nationalization of the canal marked the end of an era 
in the Middle East, perhaps in the entire world. Gun- 
boat diplomacy is now obsolete. Despite threats of force 
by England and France, Egypt never flinched. No crack 
of the whip, no show of force, was sufficient to make a 
little power fall in line with the big ones. Besides, going 
to war over even so important a matter as the control 
and use of the Suez Canal was now seen to be out- 
moded, out of date. War would do nobody any good, 
certainly not the nations that depend on the canal for 
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their commerce. War, far from settling the canal prob- 
lem, might even destroy the canal itself. War would 
only make bad matters worse. Moreover, not even eco- 
nomic sanctions would be effective. Boycotts have a 
way of backfiring. They, too, are obsolete. Throughout 
the discussions, Western diplomats have been worried 
about these things, and not without cause. And some 
of them doubtless have been greatly surprised at the 
successful operation of the canal since the withdrawal 
of more than a hundred Western pilots. Truth is that 
even Russian pilots can take ships through the canal! 
Indeed, it is altogether conceivable that Western pilots 
may never be needed again, or not even wanted... . 
So it seemed late in October when the foregoing was 
written. ‘Then something snapped, and the entire Suez 
situation went into a tailspin. England and France, 
without even informing the United States, assaulted 
Egypt under the pretext of preventing an Israeli-Egyp- 
tian war—obviously just the excuse they had been wait- 
ing for. Incredible as such folly is, it seems to be a part 
of this crazy, unpredictable world. 


Will to Freedom 
In Caste-Ridden India 


ROM India recently came news of the mass con- 

version to Buddhism of two hundred thousand of 
the nation’s untouchables. Bowing before an image of 
Buddha at Nagpur, these low-caste Hindus, now desig- 
nated as the Scheduled Caste, solemnly chanted pray- 
ers and renounced their low status in the Hindu system. 
Spearheading the movement was B. R. Ambedkar, edu- 
cated at Columbia University and one of the principal 
authors of India’s constitution, himself a member of 
one of the low castes. After serving four years in the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. 
Ambedkar resigned in 1951 because India, he said, had 
failed to give fair treatment to the more than sixty mil- 
lion untouchables, whom Mohandas K. Gandhi called 
harijans (“children of God”). Since then he has urged 
his followers to embrace Buddhism as a means of sal- 
vation from discriminatory treatment by high-caste 
Hindus. All of which goes to show that the problem of 
class, or color, or caste is not confined to a single nation 
or continent. Acute enough in the United States, it is 
just as acute in India. India’s constitution outlaws the 
practice of untouchability, and our own proclaims the 
legal equality of all our citizens. Still, however, the prob- 
lem persists. Hinduism, far from solving the problem, 
has perpetuated it. Christianity has not yet succeeded in 
eradicating discriminatory practices in the United 
States, but at least it does not speak to perpetuate them. 


Foreign Aid 
Now a Necessity 


MERICANS who continue to inveigh against for- 
eign aid as if it were a plague, would do well to 
consider some of the facts of life in relation to this aspect 
of our national program. First, it is not a colossal “give- 
away, regardless of what popular opinion would make 
it out to be. Of the $4.86-billion that the Eisenhower 
Administration requested for its 1957 foreign-aid pro- 
grams, less than 7 per cent was for economic assistance 
to the underdeveloped countries. Most of the total was 
for military and defense objectives. So we are “giving 
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away’ very little. Rather, we are buying security, exer- 
cising enlightened selfishness, using our dollars to win 
friends and influence people. We are not carrying the 
financial burden of the rest of the world—not by a long 
shot. Second, we now have a wily competitor, the Soviet 
Union. Already its agents are on the job in Asia and 
the Middle East, offering loans at 2 per cent, arrang- 
ing for large-scale trade, making easy terms for its tech- 
nicians and experts to step in wherever they may be 
wanted. Make no mistake about it, Soviet agents are 
going all-out to win on this battlefield of the cold war, 
the major battlefield at the moment. Though our inter- 
est in foreign aid ought not to be determined by what 
the Soviets do or do not do, yet we cannot ignore the 
fact that they are now our competitors. Third, the re- 
sponse we make to the need for foreign aid may be the 
deciding factor in the outcome of the struggle against 
communism. More than 1.5-billion people in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America comprise the population of 
what we call the underdeveloped countries. These are 
the uncommitted peoples, who as yet have not taken 
sides in the East-West struggle. Most of them are poor, 
diseased, hungry, poorly housed, illiterate, destined to 
early graves. Most of them subsist on annual incomes 
of less than $100, as contrasted with $1,800 in the 
United States. They have lived that way for centuries, 
but now they know that they do not have to go on liv- 
ing that way. And they will not go on living that way. 
Soon they will take sides. They will turn to the Western 
democracies, or to communism. Foreign aid—in suffi- 
cient amount and wisely administered—may be our one 
and only means of tipping the scales to the West. 


State Conventions 
On Integration 


T THEIR recent annual meetings, at least three 
state conventions took firm stands against racial seg- 
regation. In session at Cranston, Rhode Island Baptists 
deplored resistance to the Supreme Court ruling against 
segregation in the public schools. They also strongly 
opposed segregation in housing. With regard to housing, 
the delegates acknowledged their responsibility to work 
for conditions in their communities “which will assure 
to all persons the right to rent or own a home anywhere 
in the community solely on an equal basis rather than 
on the basis of race, creed, or color.” Meeting in Joliet, 
Baptists of Illinois voiced support of the Supreme Court 
decision on integration in the public schools on the 
ground that God “hath made of one blood all nations 
of men.” In Beckley, West Virginia Baptists voted 
unanimously to extend an invitation to Negro Baptist 
churches to apply for membership in the West Virginia 
Baptist Convention. This action was taken with the ap- 
proval of the West Virginia Baptist State Convention, 
the Negro organization. The resolution authorizing this 
step toward integration of the two conventions spoke of 
the enrichment and strengthening of both groups 
through working together. No doubt other Baptist 
groups have taken, or will take, similar action at their 
annual meetings. Such action, we believe, is a step in 
the right direction. All of us know that it requires more 
than a resolution to get a difficult job done, but the 
desire and the will to get it done must come first. 
Usually the first step is the hardest. 
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If | Had Been in Bethlehem 





NCE again a look at the calendar tells us that 

Christmas is not far away. Once again stores 
and streets are filled with happy, carefree shoppers, 
purchasing gifts for family and friends, hoping that 
they may make just the right selections. Once again 
Christmas carols fill the air with melody, and the 
wonder and expectancy of little children flood our 
hearts with awe. It is Christmas! 

But Christmas is not all joy and happiness, not all 
wonder and delight, not all melody and song. There is 
pathos in it, deep-down pathos that gives us pain and 
makes us want to do something about it. In the Christ- 
mas story is the cold, hard fact that there was no room 
in the inn for Mary and Joseph the night Jesus was 
born. Most of us, however, prefer not to think about 
that detail of the story; we much prefer to think about 
the shepherds who left their flocks and hastened to 
the manger in Bethlehem, or the songs of the angels 
on this night of nights. But try as we may to gloss over 
the fact that there was no room in the inn, and that 
no friends or relatives were there to lend helping hands 
when they were urgently needed, that fact remains. 
It is as much a part of the Christmas story as are the 
pilgrimage of the shepherds and the songs of the angels. 


“But,” many of us are inclined to say, “if only I had 
been there, things would have been different. If I 
had been the innkeeper I would have found a room 
for Mary and Joseph. I would not have turned them 
away. And I would have been quick to see that the 
expectant mother had someone to help and all the 
material things she so greatly needed. Yes, if I had 
been in Bethlehem that night, Jesus would not have 
been born in a stable. He would have had the best 
room in the village!” 

Are we quite sure? Martin Luther, in a sermon, once 
posed a similar question. And then he remonstrated: 
“Yes, you would! You say that because you know how 
great Christ is, but if you had been there at that time 
you would have done no better than the people of 
Bethlehem. Childish and silly thoughts are these! Why 
don’t you do it now? You have Christ in your neigh- 
bor. You ought to serve him, for what you do to your 
neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ himself.” 

There is the answer for all of us. Chances are that 
we would have done as the people of Bethlehem did. 
There still would have been no room in the inn. If 
after nineteen hundred years of Christian history we 
still refuse to serve our neighbor as we ought to serve 
him, then it is utterly absurd for us to romanticize on 
what we would have done had we been in Bethlehem 
the night Jesus was born. Have we forgotten Jesus’ 
own picture of the last judgment? “. . . Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world: for I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
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Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or 
thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed 
thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me... .” 

Are we quite sure that if we had been in Bethlehem 
things would have been different? Or would we have 
been oblivious to the miracle of miracles that was 
taking place there on that eventful night? Worse still, 
would we have been indifferent to it, preferring to 
sleep and take our ease while angel voices filled the air 
with song? Only a few years after Bethlehem, we re- 
member, came Calvary. There still was no room for 
Jesus, except on a cross between two robbers. And 
nineteen centuries later came Birmingham, England, 
with indifference now in command. As G. A. Studdert- 
Kennedy put it: 


When Jesus came to Birmingham, they simply 
passed him by, 

They never hurt a hair of him, they only let him 
Gs «ws 


In the perspective of what changes have taken place 
in human emotions, what progress has been made in 
overcoming man’s inhumanity to man, the twentieth 
century is not far different from the first. Our inns 
continue to be crowded. We continue to plant crosses 
on hills shaped like a skull—or burn them at clandes- 
tine gatherings. And even in the few places where 
men would not dare drive a nail into the Master’s 
hands or thrust a spear into his side, there still are 
those who simply pass him by, ignore him, kill him by 
sheer indifference. 

£ 

Now, if we really mean what we say about Bethle- 
hem, then we have ample opportunity to prove it. 
We can prove it, even as Martin Luther suggested, 
and as Jesus himself said, by serving our fellow men. 
There are millions in Asia, in Africa, in Latin Amer- 
ica, and in other parts of the world who need our 
material help, our understanding, our deep concern. 
There are other millions at our very doorsteps who 
need us, too. If we really mean what we say about 
what we would have done had we been in Bethlehem, 
then let us do something now. 

The people of Clay and of Sturgis, Ky., typical of 
many other towns in the U.S.A., are to be pitied this 
Christmastide. In September, in each town the inn 
where a new era of Christian brotherhood might have 
been born was full to overflowing. And not even the 
Christ child would find room there on Christmas, 1956 
—not if his skin were black. There would be no room 
for him in the inn, none in the school, none in the 
church. No shepherds would come to view the won- 
drous event. No angel choir would fill the air with 
songs not of earth. 

Must it be always so? 
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Leaders among the Ao Naga Christians of Assam, India, 
are Rev. and Mrs. Kijungluba, fully committed to work 





One of the older leaders among the Christians of Assam 
is Rev. Michael Christopher, district pastor, Nowgong 


Sure Foundations in Assam 


Despite certain restrictions and limitations imposed on Baptist churches 
in Assam from without, the work there rests on solid, sure foundations 


By MARLIN D. FARNUM 


POUT 


O ONE whose field experience as a missionary was 
in Japan, a one-language area, and whose previous 
association with India had also been in a section where 
a single language is in use (Telugu in South India), 
Assam’s great variety of languages and peoples is very 
impressive. The complex problems confronted by the 
Council of Baptist Churches of Assam and Manipur in 
attempting to develop a uniform program to meet 
present-day challenges are compounded by this factor. 
Within the constituency of the C.B.C.A.M., twenty- 
two racial and linguistic groups are represented. ‘There 
are the people of the plains; there are those of the Naga 
and Garo Hills, with their distinct tribal histories and 
languages. Working on the extensive tea-estates are 
thousands who have migrated from other parts of 
India: from the Central Provinces, from Bengal, from 
Orissa, and from South India. On one Sunday I wor- 
shiped with three different congregations of tea-garden 
workers—one used the Telugu language, one service 
was in Oriya, and the other employed Assamese. 

A visitor to Assam in 1956 is frequently reminded 
of the strategic position it held during the Second 
World War. Driving by jeep over a hard-surface road, 
he is reminded that it was the main trunk line over 
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which military convoys raced military supplies from 
Calcutta to Ledo, and that American army engineers 
put the road in condition to take such traffic. Often he 
sees cement foundations which supported military hos- 
pitals and quartermaster depots. There are the now 
overgrown airstrips which serviced American planes 
taking off “over the hump.” Old military freight cars 
with plywood sides provide shelter for workers in some 
of the larger towns. Landing-strip metal has been found 
useful in many ways, chiefly for fencing. 

However, the dominant impression one carries away 
after spending six weeks in the fellowship of church 
groups and leaders representing the 1,700 churches and 
142,000 members of the C.B.C.A.M. is this: seed sown 
by missionary pioneers since 1836, plus the careful cul- 
tivation of hundreds of devoted Indian men and women 
and by more recent missionaries, is bearing a rich har- 
vest. This is seen not only in the statistics given above, 
but even more so in the depth of commitment, the in- 
creasing sense of Christian stewardship, the recognition 
of Christian relationship to the community, and in the 
assumption of responsibilities for direction and expan- 
sion of the Christian witness. 

American Baptists are thankful for the privilege 


MISSIONS 


This group of pastors attending a stewardship confer- 
ence take time out to eat—and prepare meal themselves 


which has been theirs through the years of helping to 
bring the gospel to the Naga tribes living in the hills 
on Assam’s northeastern borders. Much has been writ- 
ten of the response by thousands of these virile people, 
descendants of headhunters, to Christ’s message of sal- 
vation, and of the clear evidence they have given of 
being made new through his gracious love and power. 


R EADERS of Missions know that since its achieve- 
ment of national independence the Indian Government 
has restricted the residence of foreign missionaries in 
the Naga Hills. With the withdrawal of missionary per- 
sonnel from the area, some observers may have had 
doubts about the continuing Christian witness and pro- 
gram. Though I was not granted permission to visit all 
the Naga territory, it was possible for me to accom- 
pany Field Secretary A. F. Merrill to Kohima and then 
on to Ukhrul in Manipur. I met with several groups of 
those who are letting their lights shine in a remarkable 
way. Representatives from closed areas met with me 
and brought inspiring reports of progress. 

From Wokha came word that during the previous 
year 756 new members had been welcomed into the 
sixty churches of the Lotha Association. They were 
especially thankful that in one village which had long 
opposed Christianity eighteen men had been won and a 
new church started. The Ao Naga Association reported 
1,234 additions to a church membership of over 20,- 
000. Two Bible conferences were held, each with an at- 
tendance of over 1,000. Longri Ao, C.B.C.A.M. mis- 
sionary to the Konyak tribe, told of the association’s 
annual meeting at a village where the Christian church 
was established only four and a half years ago. Said 
Longri: “The village people had been famine-stricken 
for a year. They were reduced to eating wild fruits and 
leaves. But along with the coming of the gospel into the 
village, the people also received a new spirit and grace 
from the Lord to live cleaner lives and to work harder. 
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In training for service as evangelists, Sunday school 
teachers are these young people in Bible School, Kohima 


This year they supplied free rations of rice, meat, and 
vegetables to 1,189 brethren who attended the asso- 
ciation for three days.” 

During the past months Naga Christians have been 
facing extremely difficult situations resulting from the 
Government’s attempt to put down an independence 
movement instigated by extremists. There has been 
much violence, including property damage and some 
loss of life. One of the most promising younger pastors 
is known to have been killed. Nevertheless, we can have 
every confidence that when peace once more dawns 
over the Naga Hills, we shall learn that through all the 
bitter months of trial, Christians have been giving a 
clear witness to the meaning of their faith. 


Ons OF THE major objectives of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Societies in their cooperative relationships with the 
growing churches overseas is the development and train- 
ing of qualified men and women for positions of lead- 
ership in the Christian movement. Schools are, of course, 
a primary means to this end. The high schools, training 
schools (for teachers and nurses), vernacular Bible 
schools, and the Assam Theological College are per- 
forming well their task of leadership training. The con- 
fines of this article make it impossible to report on each 
one; so rather arbitrarily we shall look at the Girls’ 
High School in Golaghat. 

In the three sections of upper primary, middle school, 
and high school we find 230 students, of whom 117 are 
Christians, 103 are Hindus, 8 are Moslems, and 2 are 
listed under the religious heading of “other.” In the 
hostel of one hundred girls twenty-one racial groups are 
represented. Many teachers and nurses throughout the 
C.B.C.A.M are graduates of this school. Last year six- 
teen young women successfully completed the high- 
school course. Of these six are in college, four are taking 
nurses’ training, one is in the theological college, two 
are teaching, one is preparing for advanced training in 
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home science, one is studying for social service, and one 
is at home. We may confidently expect that in four years 
from now, or even less, several of these graduates will be 
among the steadily swelling ranks of dedicated Indian 
women in positions of strategic leadership: in an up- 
graded nursing profession, pioneering in development 
of home and family life; giving guidance in the class- 
room to the searching minds of India’s youth. 


One EVENING while at Golaghat, I was invited to 
attend the World Wide Guild meeting. 'The guild mem- 
bers are girls from the hostel. One part of the program 
helped me to understand something of the influences 
which are brought to bear upon the girls during their 
school course. On the wall was a large map of Assam. 
After lighting candles, each of twelve girls placed a 
marker on the map to indicate the locality from which 
she had come. She then announced what she hoped to 
do upon graduation. 

A girl from the Garo Hills wished to prepare for 
leadership of the Garo Hills Women’s Society. From 
Sibsagor a young woman hoped to enter college or 
nurses’ training. One whose grandfather was the first 
Assamese Christian looked forward to medical school. 
A Jorhat girl planned on college and training as a lab- 
oratory technician, with a view to joining the staff of 
the Jorhat Hospital. It was moving, indeed, to hear a 
beautiful Hindu girl announce in clear tones her desire 
to become a Christian and then to lead her parents to 
know the saving faith. From Wokha in the Naga Hills 
a determined young woman said she wanted training 
as a woman evangelist, after which she would return 
to work among the Lotha Nagas. 

As each girl in turn shared her ambition, it became 
clear that living together in the hostel in close fellow- 
ship with consecrated Christian leaders, Indian and 
missionary, these high-school students were receiving 
inspiration and challenge of lifelong importance. 


Ir HAS LONG BEEN the established policy of the 
Foreign Mission Societies to transfer to indigenous 
church organizations responsibility for administering 
the Christian program of outreach in their respective 
areas. Much has been accomplished in this regard in 
Japan, the Philippines, Burma, and Bengal-Orissa. 
Since January 6, Assam has been added to the list: 
for on that date there went into effect a revised con- 
stitution of the Council of Baptist Churches of Assam 
and Manipur. It is significant to note that in this con- 
stitution no specific provision is made for the holding 
of office by missionary personnel, nor is it assumed that 
American colleagues will be delegates to the annual 
meeting simply on the basis of their missionary classi- 
fication. If a missionary is elected to an office or ap- 
pointed to membership on a committee of the 
C.B.C.A.M., it will be because he is recognized as hav- 
ing some real contribution to make, rather than be- 
cause it is necessary to fill a certain quota of missionary 
representation. 

Aside from the stipulation that the mission secretary 
and the mission treasurer are members ex officio with- 
out vote on the executive committee, the only reference 








to missionary personnel in the constitution is found in 
the appendix, which states that missionaries who are 
not officers or delegates will be welcome to attend the 
annual meeting without vote. 

At the annual meeting of the C.B.C.A.M. last Janu- 
ary, A. F. Merrill was re-elected field secretary, a testi- 
mony of the high regard in which he is held by his 
Indian colleagues. Following the enforced return to this 
country of Mr. and Mrs. Merrill for family reasons, the 
executive committee turned to Edward Singha as the 
one to fill this important post. Mr. Singha will be re- 
membered by many American Baptists, to whom he 
endeared himself during the year he was here follow- 
ing the Baptist World Congress in London. He has the 
complete confidence of his associates in Assam as he 
assumes his position of high responsibility in leading 
the churches, schools, and hospitals of the C.B.C.A.M. 
into ever-increasing effectiveness of Christian witness. 
This development of the C.B.C.A.M. and the assump- 
tion of increased responsibility by Assamese Christian 
leaders, bring sincere rejoicing to the members of the 
Assam Mission and the boards of managers of the For- 
eign Societies. . 


N O ARTICLE on Christian work in Assam would 
be complete without a heartfelt tribute to the medical 
program carried on so devotedly by doctors and nurses. 
In a country where medical facilities are still inade- 
quate, almost impossible demands are made upon the 
Christian medical institutions, such as the hospitals at 
Gauhati, Jorhat, and Tura, with their nurses’ training 
departments; the sanatorium and leper colony at Jor- 
hat; the leper colony and hospital at Kangpokpi; and 
the mobile medical units made possible by Assam Ad 
vance Funds. Even with limited equipment and insufhi- 
cient staff, the loyal followers of the Good Physician 
expend themselves in responding to the needs of thou- 
sands for his healing ministry. 
On a moss-covered gravestone in Sibsagor is this 
inscription: 
WILLIAM WARD 

His earnest labors, sweet hymns, 

and translations of portions of 

Scripture perpetuate a fragrant 

memory. 
August 1, 1873. Aged 52. 
23 years in Assam. 


Berore this inscription one stands reverently to 
thank God for such noble men and women of the past, 
those whose sacrificial ministry nourished the churches 
and Christian institutions of present-day Assam. The 
visitor is also led to pray for those who are making their 
witness today: Naga Christians in danger; students 
confronted by the challenges of secularism; men and 
women charged with new responsibilities of leadership; 
Christians seeking to play their part as loyal citizens 
in the development of a young, independent nation. 
And one thanks God for the privilege accorded to 
American Baptists to cooperate with their brethren in 
Assam through the provision of requested missionary 
personnel, generous giving, and prayerful support. 
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A Christmas Meditation 


By F. TOWNLEY LORD 
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HATEVER ELSE Christmas may have done, it 

has set the church to singing. It supplies the three 
factors which Bernard Manning found in the great 
hymns of Charles Wesley: “the solid structure of his- 
toric dogma, the passionate thrill of present experience, 
the glory of a mystic sunlight coming directly from an- 
other world.” 

I doubt that any Christmas hymn is more widely 
known than Nahum Tate and Nicholas Brady’s “While 
shepherds watched their flocks by night.” It has been 
described as a word-picture of great beauty. Nahum 
Tate was once a poet laureate; he died in a debtor’s 
prison. Nichalos Brady was once a royal chaplain; he 
ended his days in poverty. Yet these two, bequeathing 
nothing else, left us a legacy which, coming into royal 
home and humble cottage, has spread its warm glow 
across 256 winters. 

There is no doubt about the glow. Let the icy blasts 
do what they will, yet as soon as the Christmas festival 
comes round there steals across the heart a gentle breeze 
as of summer. Stony hearts are softened. The selfish 
people of this world warm to unwonted generosity. 
We feel, as at no other season, that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. 

This is the season of infectious friendliness that gath- 
ers all mankind within the circle of brotherhood. Listen- 
ing once again to the bells of Bethlehem, we feel within 
us a stirring of power like that of which Sir Winston 
Churchill has lately written in eulogy of Alfred the 
Great: “a power to rise above the whole force of cir- 
cumstances, to remain unbiased by the extremes of 
victory or defeat, to persevere in the teeth of disaster, 
to greet returning fortune with a cool eye, to have faith 
in men after repeated betrayals.” This is the yearly 
miracle repeated amid the winter snows. 

We may well ask why the Christmas message has 
such power. Why, asked an editorial writer in The Lon- 
don Times, does Christmas survive the shocks of time 
and circumstances, and pass unscathed through changes 
that uproot so much that is familiar in the heritage of 
the past? Let another famous journal supply the an- 
swer. Commenting on the words from Matthew, “Now 
the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise.” the late H. 
Wilson Harris, writing editorially in The Spectator, 
gave his view that the essential fact is the birth of 
Christ, not that the birth of Christ was on this wise 
or that wise. We may marvel at the angels’ song, the 
shepherds’ awe and wonder, the incomparable poetry 
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of the Magnificat, the tender picture of Mary. But 
deeper than the romantic, pictorial setting of the great 
event is the fact itself. Once, long ago, Jesus was born. 
For a long time now we have nourished our strongest 
hopes on that fact. 

Even the unorthodox can pay tribute to this. H. G. 
Wells concluded his A Short History of the World with 
a chronological table. He gave us a list of dates, be- 
ginning with far-famed Egypt, Rome, Assyria, Persia; 
he recalled the stalwarts of the ancient days: Cyrus, 
Philip of Macedon, Pompey, Caesar Augustus. Then 
came another date: “birth of Jesus of Nazareth: Chris- 
tian Era begins.” Wells preferred, as he said, to keep 
history and theology apart. But you cannot keep his- 
tory apart from anything—politics, economics, culture, 
literature, religion. How impossible it is to keep the 
Christmas date in the calendar apart from theology! 
The inspired author of the Fourth Gospel felt this so 
strongly that he chose to include in his opening chapter 
this tremendous assertion: “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full 
of grace and truth.” 


CuristMas is thus inseparable from God. Dwell, 
if you like, on Mary, as the world’s artists have done, 
depicting in Italian, Flemish, German, Spanish genius 
the mother holding her child before the world; or on 
the shepherds, whom Milton described as “simply chat- 
ting in a rustic row’; or on the Wise Men bringing their 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, their bejeweled robes in 
colorful contrast with the dull tones of the manger. 
Dwell on all these; yet your attention is inevitably 
drawn to the central figure; the rude manger contains 
God’s greatest gift to the world—himself. 

This is the meaning of the Incarnation. An empire 
which already knew a Jupiter sitting high on Olympus 
and hurling thunderbolts, now comes to know a Savior 
whose only gifts are grace, forgiveness, peace. Men are 
to know from now on that the greatest fact about our 
world is that God is in it: God with his offer of power 
and life. 

A visitor to the Holy Land might be forgiven if he 
wondered whether even the church has always remem- 
bered this. Over the traditional spot where the birth of 
Christ took place, stands the Church of the Holy Na- 
tivity. It is approached, says Daniel-Rops, “as if it were 
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a fortress.” It has become the battleground of warring 
sects: one-third administered by the Armenian Church, 
another by the Greek Church, and the remaining third 
by Franciscan friars in behalf of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Little wonder that Jerome, who chose to live 
in a cell near by, remarked: “It was not among gold 
and silver that our Savior came into the world.” If we 
would understand and appreciate what the first Christ- 
mas meant, we are more likely to do it keeping com- 
pany with the shepherds than touring sacred sites in 
the Holy Land. Ecclesiasticism can so easily obscure the 


glad meaning of faith. 


Anp IF THE BIRTH of Jesus was challenging to 
the empire the Romans had built up with such skill, it 
is even more challenging to our modern world. We may 
still travel the roads in Europe which Roman engineers 
laid down with such skill, but if today we lift up our 
eyes to the blue skies we behold something that Roman 
legionnaires never dreamed of—winged messengers of 
death. Early Christian writers often contrasted an em- 
pire based on military power with a kingdom based on 
God's offer of grace, mercy, and peace. For us the con- 
trast is even more startling. We are required to con- 
trast the blessed reign of God in human hearts with a 
future based on atomic destruction. Is it surprising that 
some hear nothing but mockery in the sound of the 
bells of Bethlehem? Vain sound, they think, remember- 
ing how the nations now experiment with devastating 
bombs. They feel as Longfellow did (and with greater 
reason ) when he wrote: 


And in despair I bowed my head, 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said. 
“For hate is strong, 

And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 


Moods like this are bound to assail us as we reflect 
on the sad plight of the modern world. The young peo- 
ple in our churches have never known any other situa- 
ation than world tension. All they know is that hostility 
and suspicion prevail across the continents. A consider- 
able part of their income goes to the construction of 
death-dealing devices which are so frightening in their 
menace to human happiness. Can it be wondered at 
that a note of cynicism creeps into their outlook? Is our 
unexampled advance in scientific power ushering in a 
brighter day? 

This mood is understandable enough; but it is a 
mood in which we dare not linger. So we do well to 
recall that Longfellow’s sad verse, already quoted, was 
followed by another. He wrote: 


Then pealed the bells more loud and deep. 

“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 

The wrong shall fail, 

The right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to men.” 
That, if you like, is a faith; but it is a faith by which 
men can live. It is a faith that is sorely needed this Christ- 
mastide. 

In a classic passage in his Epistle to the Romans, 
Paul brought together two ideas which, in our experi- 
ence, are rarely found together. ““To be carnally minded 
is death,” he wrote; “but to be spiritually minded is 
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life and peace.” It is this last conjunction of ideas that 
is so challenging. “Life and peace.” These two words 
stand for realities not often found in partnership. Un- 
happily, we know more about life and struggle, life 
and anxiety, life and frustration, life and fear. Were 
the apostle writing in the twentieth instead of in the 
first century, he would surely find additional arguments 
for the contrast he made between the carnal and the 
spiritual mind. Few would deny that our age is mate- 
rially minded, economically minded, mechanically 
minded. Some would go further and declare with Paul 
Tillich that for multitudes death has obliterated the 
meaning and power of life. He writes: “Death has be- 
come powerful—that is to say that the end, the finite, 
and the limitations and decay of our being have become 
visible.” 

Into these gloomy thoughts steals again the music 
from Bethlehem, to remind us that God’s will is life, 
his own life entering into ours. This is the greatest gift 
mankind ever received—so great, indeed, that Paul 
could only describe it as “unspeakable.” These are the 
thoughts which flood our minds with light and hope as 
we bend before the manger cradle: that God has come 
into a world of weariness and despair, bringing life and 
immortality to light, opening the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers. This is what happened when “the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 





Like MOST MINISTERS, I have on the shelves 
of my library an array of books in which the theo- 
logians of the centuries have tried to come to terms 
with the meaning of the Incarnation. The latest addi- 
tions to those volumes lead us, if we have patience, into 
involved discussions of what Kierkegaard called the 
“Divine Invader,” and the mysteries of Existentialism, 
and Bultmann’s “demythologization” of the New Tes- 
tament “Proclamation.” 

We may not undervalue the work of these modern 
writers, but I find myself reflecting that the shepherds 
of whom we read in the Gospels would have been hope- 
lessly bewildered by such language. Not least among 
the attractions of the gospel record is the simplicity of 
its language. The profoundest of all truths was declared 
in the simplest of settings and in terms which the way- 
faring man can understand. The Christmas story bids 
us leave behind the complex, the elaborate, and dwell 
for a moment with a mother whose heart leaps with 
joy as she hears a baby cry; and with shepherds, into 
whose fear and awe came the assuring words “I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” 
There can be nothing better for any of us—indus- 
trialists, statesmen, economic planners, ordinary folk 
going about our undistinguished tasks—than to say to 
one another what the shepherds said long ago: “Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known to us.” We shall find ourselves singing with 
heartfelt fervor the lines with which Tate and Brady 


concluded their hymn: 


All glory to God on high, 
And to the earth be peace; 
God will henceforth from heaven to men 


Begin and never cease. 


MISSIONS 











es 


CHRISTMAS 
On Wheels 


Fourteen Christmases among trailer- 
park people speak volumes about the 
need of everyone for the warmth of 
Christian fellowship—and concern 


By MARY MURRAY 


Tee 


HRISTMAS was in the air. Darkness had fallen 
early and a light snow was falling. Traffic was 
heavy, even in the Van Dyke area of Detroit, where 
farmlands were fast giving way to a vast residential 
section. 

On one side of the road an expansive new housing 
project of small single dwellings was rapidly nearing 
completion. The project sprawled over the landscape, 
seeming timid in its bare newness. On the oppo- 
site side the long-established Big Trees Trailer Park 
nestled beautifully among the trees. Each handsome 
trailer home was bright with Christmas lights, both 
inside and out. A friendly competition had stimulated 
the residents to more and more creative ways of dem- 
onstrating the spirit of Christmas. 

Why was I, a Christian missionary, here to minister 
to these prosperous folk, who lived comfortably on 
wheels? Because food, clothing, and even riches have 
never taken the place of man’s need of, and hunger 
for, the eternal things of life. 

Loathe to leave the beauty of the winter’s snowy 
twilight, I strolled slowly through the park. I passed 
the Edwards’ trailer home and smiled as I remembered 
the precious baby girl soon to know her second Christ- 
mas. Her life, I thought, begun in this transient place, 
would have the influence of a Christian home; for 
both her father and her mother were Christians. Here 
lived another family, joyously preparing for the holi- 
day season, which a year ago had been darkened by 
miserable loneliness. A Christmas tree stood brightly 
in their newly developed patio, glowing evidence of 
changed lives. 

I stopped for a moment of prayer in front of a new 
trailer, the home of a young family. While the father 
devoted all his fine energy and talent to the important 
business of getting a Ph.D. degree, the mother stayed 
home to care for their infant son. She was lonely past 
description and burdened with endless days of never 
having quite enough money. She desperately needed 
help, but thus far had refused the only help available, 
as it was proffered by Protestant hands. 

Soon I came to the home of the Stewarts, a fine 
middle-aged couple. Mrs. Stewart never missed a serv- 
ice in the chapel. She kept house as carefully as she 
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As soon as the trailer chapel is ready for a service, 
children enter in orderly fashion, greet ‘Church Lady’ 








To Mary Murray, working with children like these is a 
privilege. She calls her work ‘a challenging ministry’ 
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had done as a bride. She was always able to set before 
her husband the homemade jellies and pickles he liked 
so well. 

A sudden thought seized me as I walked along. This 
time next year many of these families would be gone, 
some “back home,” others into permanent homes. 
What happened to their souls in this island of time 
would in all probability determine their whole future. 
Would there be time enough? Was I wise enough, 
sensitive enough? The Christ whom I served was ade- 
quate, but was I adequate as the channel for his re- 
demptive love? 

This Christmas season made me wonder how much 
I had accomplished. My mind went back to my first 
Christmas in this area, fourteen years ago. My own 
trailer was parked in the only available space, which 
was almost within sight of the arsenal plant. While I 
went about telling the story of peace on earth, I could 
hear the testing of the tanks and guns which were des- 
tined to go out and destroy. This year there was no 
war, but the longing for peace on earth was even 
greater; for the fear of an atomic war had taken root. 
The people were restless and distraught. ‘They needed 
as never before the transforming presence of Jesus 
Christ, the only hope and security in this world. A 
great gladness moved within me that God had seen 
fit to call me into this challenging ministry. Over and 
over again I could tell the story of the Christ child, 
who came bringing peace and good will. 


Horryinc BACK to my trailer, I began making 
out a list of things which needed to be done; for Christ- 
mas was very near. This was a complicated business. 
Services had to be planned for each of the eighteen 
parks where I worked. There were five hundred chil- 
dren in all, but the numbers varied from park to park. 
The abilities of the people varied also. In some places 
I could depend on volunteers with highly developed 
skills. Here and there were trained teachers who would 
make excellent Bible teachers and church leaders. But 
even these had to be given assistance in doing church 
work. ‘Together, however, we would have an excellent 
Christmas program. We simply had to, for the chil- 
dren’s sake. 

Fortunately, I learned later that the children liked 





In the trailer chapel, Christmas is more than rollick- 


ing fun. It is reverence, meditation, wonder, worship 
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everything I had planned—songs, stories, a surprise, 
and a few sitting-still games. As no Christmas party 
would be complete without Christmas stockings, we 
had one for each child. The stockings of red netting, 
made by Baptist women as a White Cross project, had 
come to us from eight to ten states. Each stocking we 
filled with wrapped candy, nuts, and a small toy or 
trinket. Needless to say, the children had a wonderful 
time. 

When the party was over, strangers seeing the happy 
children running home, each with a red stocking in his 
hand, wondered, “How come?” A park manager, al- 
ways interested in what goes on, asked me later, ““Where 
did the children get those socks?” I told him that they 
came from women in the churches. “Why do people 
work and give gifts to strangers?’ The answer was 
simple. ““They love Christ, who loved all mankind, and 
so celebrated his birthday with gifts of love.” 

The Christmas season, fourteen years ago, was actu- 
ally the beginning of my work here in Detroit. I had 
been transferred from the West in the spring. At that 
time no one had worked among trailer parks in this 
area, and so no one knew what to tell me to do except 
to find the parks and get to work! So I took a map of 
the city and in my car searched for trailer camps, as 
they were called in those days. When I found one, I 
marked it on the map. After I had spotted about two 
hundred, I stopped; for I knew I could never minister 
to the entire area. I stationed my own trailer in the only 
available spot I could find. Then I called on the camp 
managers, most of whom were cooperative. The people 
in the trailers, however, were skeptical. They had not 
become affiliated with the city churches. They felt the 
stigma of being called “trailerites,’ and so were sensi- 
tive to actual or imagined rebuffs. Many were strangers 
in a strange environment, lonely and uncomfortable in 
a tiny, crowded home. 

When I spoke to the park managers about a Christ- 
mas service in each park, each instantly offered the only 
available indoor space. One man posted a notice in 
the laundry: “Hang No Wash—Keep Room Free for 
Christmas Service.” Another manager, in the process of 
constructing a new laundry, set his men to working 
overtime in order to have the freshly poured cement 
hard enough to be used. One other manager, who had 
tourist cabins, reserved one for the service. So it went. 





light the candles by the miniature 
Christmas tree is a high honor—for two lovely girls 
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Being selected to 


Day after day I hauled folding chairs, a folding organ, 
and a tiny Christmas tree from place to place. Over 
and over again I told the beautiful Christmas story to 
folk who were lonely and hungry for Christian fellow- 
ship. 

The response was so overwhelming that I realized 
the people must have a place in which to worship. So 
I talked with O. W. Henderson, then executive secre- 
tary of the Detroit Baptist Missionary Society. 

“Dr. Henderson,” I said, “I must have a church for 
these trailer people.” 

““How can that be?” he asked. 

“T have no idea unless it can be a huge trailer that I 
could hitch onto my car and take from park to park.” 

Dr. Henderson felt confident that the Baptists of 
Detroit would give the necessary money as soon as they 
heard of the need. So I went among the churches, tell- 
ing the story, and soon had enough money to order the 
largest two-wheel trailer that the OPA (remember it?) 
then permitted. When it was ready, the notice came 
to bring tires and get the huge trailer shell. No amount 
of explanation of the need for tires moved the ration- 
ing board; for their books contained no rule which 
allowed tires for a church! When, however, the word 
of our plight reached a fine Christian couple now liv- 
ing in Grand Rapids, Mich., they offered the tires from 
their own trailer. 

As soon as the trailer chapel was in use, I began to 
establish Sunday schools here and there. These led to 
afternoon groups for children, and then to evening 
groups for adults. The first Christmas in the chapel the 
children spoke pieces, sang solos and duets. Proud par- 
ents came to hear their children perform, many for 
the first time. So the chapel, a place of their own in 
which to meet and to worship, came to mean a great 
deal to the people of the parks. This was their church. 


Fourtren CHRISTMASES have been celebrated 
in the church on wheels. Between seven and eight hun- 
dred persons have confessed Christ as Lord and Savior 
during this ministry. Probably many more than that 
have come to love him as they have heard of his match- 
less life through the teaching and the preaching in the 
chapel. 

The first trailer chapel is worn from much use and 
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Distributing and opening gifts is unforgettable ex- 
perience. Miss Murray looks on in quiet satisfaction 
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is no longer safe for hauling from park to park. How- 
ever, it is still in use as a Sunday school. (But that 
is another story!) I now have two other trailer chapels. 
The newest seats seventy-five persons. The trailers are 
parked on opposite sides of the area to facilitate haul- 
ing in the ever-increasing traffic. There is no need for 
ringing a church bell. As the “Church Lady,” as I have 
come to be known, drives into a park and begins the 
complicated business of parking a fifty-foot trailer, the 
children come running. They line up eagerly and wait 
patiently while the eldest child helps unhitch, make 
fast, let down the steps, straighten the chairs, lay out 
the hymnbooks, and open the organ. Another joyous 
meeting is about to begin. 

There is constant movement in the parks. As soon 
as a family moves away, another takes its place. How- 
ever, many come to like trailer living and put down 
roots. For these there is a permanent church on Joy 
Road. Several years ago, the Detroit Baptist Missionary 
Society, with the help of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies, purchased a large plot of land, and 
built an attractive cement-block church. So now I have 
added a church program to my crowded schedule. 

Our young people, wanting to bear Christian witness 
to the endless number of people riding up and down 
Joy Road, decided to build a nativity scene on the 
church lawn. With the cooperation of a man who 
owned a birch-tree stand, one group cut enough trees 
to build a stable and a fenced-in yard. Another group 
went to a factory and purchased mannequins, which 
they dressed as shepherds and as Mary and Joseph. 
Still another group purchased live sheep from the stock- 
yards. (These they later sold.) Attractive lights com- 
pleted the scene. 

For one hour each evening during the Christmas 
season, the young people played records of Christmas 
chimes over the public-address system. For many miles 
around people came to see and to hear. A nurse whose 
duties kept her at the hospital until midnight, said, 
“Each night I look for the nativity scene, and the feel- 
ing of loneliness leaves me. I no longer feel that I am 
entering an empty house when I open my trailer door.” 

People are very much the same everywhere. They 
have a basic need for fellowship and sharing. I am 
proud and privileged to take the church on wheels to 
waiting people—people who live on wheels. 





Christmas carols by these fine young people make the 
service in the ‘church on wheels’ a day to remember 
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This is Hoyo de Sabanilla, where youth retreat was 
held for Baracoa district in the eastern part of Cuba 


AVING VISITED several times the familiar 

places in Cuba, Haiti, and Puerto Rico—the 
scenes of our best-known missionary endeavor in the 
West Indies—there pressed in upon me this past 
summer the desire to search out, and seek to serve in, 
some of the places not visited by Baptist observers. A 
gracious invitation from Oscar Rodriguez, of Cuba, 
followed by invitations from other general missionaries 
in those appealing countries to come and assist them 
in special programs, gave me just the opportunity that 
I sought. My specific request to each one was that, in 
addition to the teaching assignments at pastors’ and 
workers’ conferences, I might be privileged to get 
away from the beaten paths, both figuratively and 
literally, and into areas of experience new to a co- 
worker from the States. 

To my great delight, that is exactly what happened. 
In Cuba, after teaching a short course in Christian 
stewardship and church management to the students 
in our Seminario Teologico Bautista at El Cobre, I was 
taken by Augustin Gonzales and Adolfo Ham in the 
jeep station wagon of the seminary on the first leg of a 
rough ride to Baracoa. We stopped for the night just 
at the beginning of the eastern range of mountains at 
a village called Imias. In the little chapel there, pas- 
tored by a young graduate of Los Colegios Interna- 
cionales, Rolando de la Hoz, we had a memorable 
service with a capacity congregation made up largely 
of young people. One of these took her stand for full- 
time Christian service. Both she and Pastor de la Hoz 
will enter our seminary next term. 

Then on to Baracoa next day, we drove over that 
winding, sharply ascending, yet indescribably beauti- 
ful road, which has only recently been opened to 
travelers to use at their own risk. My escorts told me 
that I was the first Baptist from America to make the 
journey. Thoroughly jounced and shaken, we reached 
Baracoa before noon the second day, in time to attend 
the sessions of the district convention in the Baptist 
church of that city of ten thousand. 

Our real objective was the youth retreat held in a 
charming village called Sabanilla. We were quartered 
in the grass-roofed houses of the citizens, where our 
only light at night was a flashlight and our only water 
was a river a quarter of a mile distant, where we 
bathed, did our washing, and dipped our drinking 
water. The friendly villagers were happy to have us 
and went out of their way to do nice things for us. 
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Young people at Sabanilla take time out for a deli- 
cious luncheon in this spacious open-air dining room 


Beyond the Beaten Path: 


SLU 


My particular assignment at this retreat was to bring 
devotional messages at the general sessions and to 
teach a short course in choral music to thirty of these 
clean-cut, thoroughly dedicated Christian young peo- 
ple. Their eagerness to learn more about the proper 
use of their voices, their retentive memories, and their 
desire to take back to their churches better skills in 
church music, comprised a heart-warming experience. 
In four days, these youngsters had developed into a 
very creditable choir. Accustomed as they were to 
memorizing most of the hymns used in their churches, 
because of scarcity of hymn books, they learned the 
four parts of a special anthem with surprising speed 
and sang with wonderful precision. 


In HAITI, after completing my Bible course (with 
Pastor Ruben Marc, of Port-au-Prince, and General 
Missionary C. Stanford Kelly interpreting for me), I 
had a preaching experience that will always be a 
cherished treasure of memory for me. Off the beaten 
path we went on Sunday morning in the audacious 
jeep, which hesitated at nothing. Mr. Kelly was a 
skillful driver, but as the wild road almost became 
lost in the numerous by-paths, even he needed the 
help of a young Haitian Christian to guide him. At 
length the road narrowed to a bridle path, which led 
for the last five miles through a half-tamed jungle to 
the tiny village of Danda, our destination, nestling 
close to the border of the Dominican Republic. 

I say “half-tamed” because here and there was a 
clearing, and the village Baptists had cut away the 
undergrowth and bush from the path to enable us to 
come all the way in with our motor car. As we ap- 
proached the plain little church, which had not yet 
been visited by any outsiders except the missionaries, 
I was amazed to see one village street crowded on both 
sides by the more than five hundred worshipers await- 
ing to greet “this white brother who thought enough 
of us to come and preach to us.” Stolid, inquiring faces 
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This choir, trained by Dr. Conrad, delighted every- 
one who attended the youth retreat at Sabanilla, Cuba 


By PAUL H. CONRAD 


CO eee 


broke into smiles as I waved at them. How I wished 
I could read their minds! It was evident that this 
simple visit meant much to these, my Christian broth- 
ers, of a different race and a so-different culture from 
my own. 

After a breakfast of hot soup and some accompany- 
ing Haitian dishes in the pastor’s home, we entered 
the church and threaded our way down the dirt floor 
aisle to the rostrum, where we were seated in close 
formation with the officers of the church and the visit- 
ing leaders of churches in that area who had been in- 
vited for this “special’’ occasion. I have never preached 
to a more attentive and apparently hungry congrega- 
tion than these Haitian Christians, who filled every 
bench to twice its capacity, crowded every window 
from the outside, and jammed all standing room inside. 
They lost no opportunity to smile and nod their heads 
in approval as the sermon proceeded, or to shout a 
fervent “Amen” whenever the name of Jesus Christ 
was spoken. They needed no interpreter when those 
moments came! 

After the service, we formed a procession out in the 
road, with the deacons in the lead, followed by white- 
robed girls who were to be baptized. We moved sol- 
emnly down the path to the edge of the narrow river, 
there to sing and pray while preparation was made 
for the ordinance. The pastor, accompanied by two 
deacons, moved with quiet dignity into the water, 
and spoke the familiar words concerning our Lord’s 
baptism. One by one the girls were buried with Christ 
in this magnificent symbol of his death and resurrec- 
tion and their participation in it. No elegant church 
here at home could have offered a baptismal scene 
more solemnly moving or reverently ecstatic than that. 
As each girl was lifted from the water, the senior 
deacons wrapped her swiftly in a white sheet with a 
paternal tenderness that was an unmistakable testi- 
mony of joy over the gathering of one more lamb into 
the House of the Shepherd. I left that river bank won- 
dering if we in our missionary zeal have bequeathed 
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A section of Dr. Conrad’s class in evangelism con- 
ducted at youth retreat at Barranquitas, Puerto Rico 


to these people a heritage greater than we ourselves 
have quite as fully evaluated. 


Aurnoucu in Puerto Rico I journeyed over no 
new geographical pathways, I did find an area of 
Christian experience into which I had not entered 
before. It was a highway that ushered me straight 
into the hearts of the Christian youth of this new 
commonwealth. Here at our Academia Bautista in 
the lovely hill town of Barranquitas were assembled 
the flower of our Baptist youth in their annual Retiro 
(“Retreat”). How happy they were! In the Christian 
faith they had each one found a vitally joyous way of 
life, and they made no effort to restrain it. 

Under the skillful guidance of Missionaries Aaron 
F. and Margaret Webber, of Puerto Rican Baptists’ 
own inimitable Ruth Maldonado, and of the more 
recently discovered Petra Urbina, their newly elected 
president, who was trained at Baptist Institute, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and is now Christian education director 
in the church at Caguas, these potential leaders of 
tomorrow were demonstrating their devotion to Christ 
and his church. 

They were up each morning shortly after daybreak 
for a half-hour of devotions. Meeting first as a whole 
group, they later divided into little clusters of six or 
seven, to pray. And what earnest prayers! Every mem- 
ber of the group prayed naturally, easily, and urgently 
for divine guidance and for blessing upon their work 
in behalf of Christ in the churches. They attended 
classes with the same intensity of spirit. They were 
there for business—the King’s business—and were de- 
termined to learn how to be productive in winning 
other youth to Christ and preparing them for leader- 
ship. 

Throughout these weeks in the West Indies, I could 
hear the voice of the Master say: “Go ye into the 
byways and hedges and compel them to come in.” It 
was a great privilege for me to see a few of the count- 
less bypaths into which our ambassadors for Christ 
have been going for many years. Fruits of their labors 
are rich and plentiful—a complete substantiation of the 
wisdom of our investment in missions. Here on the 
crowded streets of America the appalling indifference 
of the masses to the gospel message is often dishearten- 
ing, but there is no reason for discouragement when 
we go beyond the beaten paths. 
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Among the Current Books 





NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIAN- 
ITY. By J. B. Phillips. The Mac- 
millan Company. $2.25. 


The writer of this book sees “thou- 
sands of people who are sick of nar- 
rowness and churchiness and who 
long for the fresh air of the New Test- 
ament.” At the heart of the New Test- 
ament faith was the conviction that 
there are boundless resources in the 
unseen world available for men of 
faith. The real world breaks through 
into this world in visible and tangible 
form in Christ. The second great 
quality of New Testament Christian- 
ity is hope. New Testament Christians 
lived with a sense of expectancy. 
Love, which is the greatest thing in 
the world, crowned both their faith 
and their hope. The peace which the 
world cannot give also characterized 
their religion. Unlike most modern 
Christians, New Testament Christians 
worshiped regularly and thereby kept 
their inner lives strong. They served 
the Lord with gladness. 


JESUS’ BELIEF IN MAN. By Edwin 
McNeill Poteat. Abingdon Press. 
$2.50. 


This posthumous book, which is es- 
sentially a study of Jesus’ teaching 
about man, asserts that Jesus had an 
optimistic view of the nature of man, 
and that he believed man was uniquely 
endowed with the power that is the 
essence of Godlikeness. Patiently the 
author interprets the temptation ex- 
periences of Jesus, the Sermon on the 
Mount, certain proverbs and parables 
of Jesus, as well as other teaching 
material found in the four Gospels, to 
advance his point. There is little evi- 
dence in this material, if indeed any, 
that points to a despair of man in the 
mass. The cynicism that dismisses the 
mob as a beast with a behavior no in- 
telligent individual would knowingly 
share or defend, seems wholly lacking 
in the thought of Jesus. The author 
believes that it is unfortunate that 
Marxism is optimistic about human 
nature while the prevailing theological 
trumpeters are pessimistic. Marxism 
rests on a foundation that is unaccept- 
able to the Christian testimony, and 
neo-orthodoxy has no basis in the 
teaching of the Son of Man. Some of 
the pessimism is due to the fact that 
Augustine misunderstood and misinter- 
preted the Genesis record and left an 
inheritance of error concerning man’s 
sin. This book should stand as a me- 
morial to a man who looked at life 
with steady eyes, who knew something 
about the deficiencies of men as indi- 
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viduals and in groups, but who could 

look through their shortcomings and 

see their possibilities for good. 

RETHINKING THE CHRISTIAN 
MESSAGE. By W. Norman Pitten- 
ger. The Seabury Press. $3.25. 


The professor of Christian apologet- 
ics at General Theological Seminary 
in New York city contends in this 
book for a “new” Christian modern- 
ism. He hastens to say that he does 
not equate modernism with “liberal 
Protestantism.” Rather, he seeks the 
possibility of a synthesis between the 
essential truth of the Christian religion 
and the essential truth of modernity. 
He wants to think the thoughts and 
speak the language of his*own day and 
yet at the same time keep all that is. 
essential in the religion of the past. 
The necessary contemporary task is 
to rethink, reinterpret, restate the es- 
sentials of Christianity in the light of 
the best knowledge of our day. The 
best apologetic for Christianity is a 
compelling statement of it. Christian 
teaching will be exposed to the winds 
of modern thought and experiences, 
and it can be exposed without being 
completely negated. Indeed, it would 
gain power through such restatement. 
If this process is not engaged in, Eras- 
mus was right—orthodoxy will soon be 
equated with ignorance. Dr. Pittenger 
then proceeds to state his belief in 
terms which modern men can under- 
stand. It is refreshing to read at least 
one author who feels that C. S. Lewis’s 
thinking is, much of it, beside the point 
—perhaps not “dishonest but . . . dis- 
ingenuous.” Here is an honest and 
thoughtful attempt to put the Chris- 
tian gospel into language men can 
understand, and to reconcile the gos- 
pel with modern science and _philos- 


ophy. 


THINK ABOUT THESE THINGS. 
By Jane Merchant, Abingdon Press. 
$7.50. 

THE FARMER GIVES THANKS. 
By Samuel R. Guard. Abingdon 
Press $1.00. 


Jane Merchant, winner of the Na- 
tional Pen Women’s 1953-1955 prize, 
is a semi-invalid who has been unable 
to attend formal schools, but who has 
written some of America’s sublimest 
religious poetry. Concentrating on the 
words in Philippians 4:8, she groups 
eighty-six poems and prayers under 
eight general themes: Whatever is 
True, Honorable, Just, Pure, Lovely, 
Gracious, Excellent, Worthy of Praise. 
Enchanting beauty, realistic moods, 





spiritual depth, and intellectual and 


emotional appeal, all artistically 
blended, make this a sublime contribu- 
tion to devotional literature. Samuel 
R. Guard, editor of Breeder’s Gazette, 
a journal for farmers, is an active 
church lay worker. Fifty-six prayers, 
chronologically arranged to cover a 
year, offer thanks to God in the words 
and spirit of a farmer. Praise is offered 
to God for light, barns, flowers, snow, 
rain, and other interests of those who 
till the soil. 


GUESTS OF GOD (Meditations for 
the Lord’s Supper). By John Fred- 
erick Jansen. The Westminster Press. 
$2.00. 


This book consists of twenty-one 
communion meditations. They are 
divided into three general types, deal- 
ing with “The Grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” “The Communion of Saints,” 
and “Self-examination.” The author 
takes the position that the Lord’s Sup- 
per is much more than a memorial 
meal, and seeks to find in it the true 
meaning of the “Real Presence” of 
Christ. He would not associate the 
Supper exclusively with the Passion 
narratives,.but would broaden it from 
a memorial meal into much more. The 
meditations are simple and well writ- 
ten. 


THE DEAD SEA SCRIPTURES. 
Translated by Theodor H. Gaster. 
Doubleday & Co. 95 cents. 


Bible students have heard of the 
ancient Hebrew writings discovered, in 
recent years, in caves near the Dead 
Sea; also the “Zadokite Fragment” 
found a half-century ago in Cairo. 
These documents, which could be read 
only by Hebrew scholars, are presented 
in English in this inexpensive Double- 
day Anchor Original. The publication 
is prepared with laymen in mind. It 
is not concerned with theories, suppo- 
sitions, or controversy. The Introduc- 
tion provides background material for 
intelligent understanding of the trans- 
lation, and brief notes clarify perplex- 
ing words and sentences. The texts, 
probably composed at various periods 
between 170 B.c. and a.v. 68, “rep- 
resent the religious repertoire of the 
Essene Brotherhood as a whole.” It 
is believed that these teachings came 
from the community in which John 
the Baptist preached, and that they 
may reveal a long-lost forerunner of 
Christianity. These few lines from 
“The Hymn of the Initiates” seem 
strangely fitting for modern man: 


“Behold if I should totter, 
God’s mercy will be my salvation. 
If I stumble in the error of the flesh, 
I shall be set aright 
Through God’s righteousness ever- 
enduring.” 
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Pariners IN THE BAPTIST WORLD MISSION 





For Christ at Christmas 


‘HE INSIDE COVER of this is- 
sue is designed to help you and 
your church discover the joy of giv- 
ing to Christ at Christmas through 
your American Baptist world mission. 
By carefully removing the staples 
which bind the cover to the rest of 
the magazine, you will discover an 
attractive and appealing poster which 
you may display on the bulletin board 
of your church, in your Sunday school 
classrooms, or on the wall of your 
home as a reminder that this is 
Christ’s birthday. 

After removing the cover from the 
magazine, trim off the left-hand white 
edge. The poster will then be ready 
for mounting, either on a larger piece 
of cardboard, using colored masking 
tape available in your local ten-cent 
store, or directly on the bulletin 
boards of your church and Sunday 
school. 

Of all the seasons of the year, 
Christmas is the time when we should 
make a special gift to Christ. What 
more appropriate gift could you give 
than to help extend his kingdom 
throughout the world in accordance 
with his wishes, that we “go . . . and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost”? 

Your church and your denomina- 
tion have made it possible for you to 
participate in this Great Commission. 
By making your gifts through the at- 
tractively colored offering envelope 
provided by your church, and placing 
it in the offering plate on Christmas 
Sunday morning, you will be sending 
a part of yourself throughout the 
world. You will be helping your own 
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Above poster appears on the inside 
covers of this magazine. It should 
carefully be removed and_ placed 
on the bulletin boards. See article 
entitled ‘For Christ at Christmas’ 


missionaries to tell the story of Christ- 
mas to all nations. You will be help- 
ing to baptize new Christians into our 
mission churches in such far-away 
lands as Thailand, Assam, the Philip- 
pines, Japan, India, Africa, Alaska, 
Latin America, and throughout our 
home-mission churches in our own 
country. 

This is your opportunity to give to 
Christ at Christmas. Remember to use 
the poster that is provided on the in- 


that His work may be carried 
“into all the world” through our 


nerican Baptist World Mission 


Above offering envelope is designed for use during the Christmas season. 
Entitled ‘My Gift to Christ at Christmas,’ it is being provided to each 
church upon request. Sample copy was sent to all pastors. The use of the 
envelope will enable American Baptists to participate in the Great Commis- 
sion as a gift to Christ at Christmas for mission work at home and abroad 
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side covers of this magazine. Remem- 
ber to make your gift to Christ at 
Christmas. 


Love Gift Boxes 


A record number of Love Gift boxes 
have been distributed by women of 
the American Baptist churches in 
1956. Not only were thousands of the 
old-type box given to women all over 
the nation, but in addition ninety-two 
thousand of the new smaller box have 
been used. Twenty-five thousand more 
boxes were printed by the Council on 
Missionary Cooperation in October to 
fill orders from women in _ the 
churches. 

In previous years, fewer than one 
hundred thousand Love Gift boxes 
were printed each year. The record- 
breaking demand this year suggests 
the probability of a record-breaking 
offering when the returns are counted 
at the end of the year. The goal this 
year is $470,000. 


Visitors Return 
To Burma Homeland 


Four visitors from Burma com- 
pleted in October four months of 
visits among the churches of the 
American Baptist Convention. During 
that time, they were in twenty-one 
states and kept 331 appointments 
made for them by the field activities 
department of the Council on Mis- 
sionary Cooperation. They estimate 
that they spoke to thirty-five thousand 
American Baptists. 

In addition to the Baptist congre- 
gations addressed by them, they also 
appeared on radio and television pro- 
grams, and were reported in news- 
papers, so that hundreds of thousands 
of people in America heard their 
messages. 





Elmer A. Fridell pauses on Madison 
Avenue, New York city, at the en- 
trance to Baptist Headquarters, to 
visit briefly with Mrs. Sein Maung, 
vice-president of Burma Baptist Con- 
vention, and Frederick G. Dickason, 
our missionary to Rangoon, Burma 
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The four visitors were brought to 
the United States by the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societies. 
They are: Mrs. Sein Maung, vice- 
president, Burma Baptist Convention; 
U Ba Aye, educator and secretary of 
the Burma’ Baptist Convention com- 


Hazel F. 
of the American Baptist 


Shank (center), secretary 
Foreign 
Mission Societies, with responsibil- 
ity for Burma, presided at a tea for 


four visitors from Burma on _ the 
day three left the United States to 
return home. In the picture are the 
following, from left to right: Mrs. 
Sein Maung, U Aung Than, Hazel, 
F. Shank, Mrs. Reuben E. Nelson, 
U Ba Aye, and Thra Mooler. U 
Aung Than continues to study here 


mittee on the Christian home; Thra 
Mooler, professor, Karen Theological 
Seminary, Insein; and U Aung Than, 
who is now a student on an ecumen- 
ical scholarship at Union Theological 
Seminary, New York city. He is re- 
maining in the United States this year 
for advanced theological studies; the 
others returned to Burma in October 
to continue their work. 

Before these visitors flew home on 
October 15, the staff of the Foreign 
Mission Societies had a tea in their 
honor. 

Many delegates who attended the 
meeting of the American Baptist Con- 
vention in Seattle, Wash., will re- 
member meeting these four Burman 
Baptists, for their first meeting with 
American Baptist people was in June 
at the convention. 

More than six thousand assign- 
ments were arranged up to October 
1 by the field activities department, 
according to Haakon Knudsen, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the department. 
Over four hundred were in behalf of 
the World Fellowship Offering. 

Last year 437 missionaries, pastors, 
and leaders in the denomination 
spoke 5,800 times to 665,000 people. 
It is estimated that by the end of the 
year, 7,000 assignments will have been 
filled. 
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Weomen over the Seas 
WOMAN’S AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 





A Christmas Symposium 


Christmas carol tonight of Christ’s Nativity, 
For the Son of God was born this blessed, happy day. 
Live in us, Light of God, the gloom of night dispel, 


Peace and joy bring to earth, and to all men, good will. 


N THE PHILIPPINES, Christmas 

is the most festive season of the 
year. Creches and paper decorations 
lend color to the little palm thatch 
and bamboo houses. At the windows, 
beautifully made Christmas stars of 
bamboo and colored tissue, lighted 
from within, shine out onto the dusty 
streets. There is feasting, with games 


and folk dancing. Almost every eve-’ 


ning from early December until 
“Three King’s Day” carolers, accom- 
panied by guitar or accordion, go 
from house to house singing Christ- 
mas carols, both traditional and Fili- 
pino. These carols, like the other ob- 
servances of the season, are in essence 
like those we cherish back home— 
yet different somehow. But the joy 
that accompanies Christ’s advent into 
the hearts of men—the peace that he 
brings to all men of good will are 
the same, regardless of where they 
live—Mr. AND Mrs. J. LESTER 
Knox, Iloilo City. 


In Hong Kong 

Every Christmas the English-speak- 
ing Sunday school, where our chil- 
dren attend, has a big party in the 
social hall for Chinese “street-sleeper 
families.” This is a painful experience 
for me, in a way, for the best we do 
for them is far too little. 

Last year we received a Christmas 
card in the form of a miniature 
church, with windows that opened to 
reveal names of familiar Christmas 
carols. Each evening before Christ- 
mas our family opened one of the 
windows and sang the carol together. 
Some of the Chinese parents also 
made these little churches with their 
children, using them in their homes 
along with prayers and Scripture to 
interpret the spiritual meaning of 
Christmas.—Rev. AND Mrs. Loren 
E. Noren, Hong Kong. 


In Thailand 


Our first Christmas in Thailand 
was a happy one. With the exception 
of the great profusion of poinsettias, 
there was more to remind one of the 
hot season in Florida than of the 


—Philippine Christmas Carol 


Christmas season. We enjoyed the 
services at the different churches. The 
Thai services were beautiful, with 
simple dignity. At the Swatow Bap- 
tist Church the services had to sac- 
rifice a little of the dignity to accom- 
modate the very large crowds. 

Here at the bungalow, our Thai 
neighbor gave us two long limbs from 
an Oriental type of evergreen tree in 
her yard. We tied these together and 
stood them in our Christmas tree 
stand. After decorating them with our 
Christmas tree decorations we had a 
very attractive tree. For the last time 
for several years to come, we were 
able also to use our electric Christmas 
bulbs. In the Karen Hills in the north, 
where we shall be next year, there is 
no electricity. Most of our gift boxes 
from the United States arrived long 
after Christmas, and so the season was 
extended pleasantly for us. We even 
had American fruit cake an our table. 
On Christmas Day, we had a big dish 
of baked beans—a special luxury, as 
one pound of great northern beans 
costs about twenty baht ($1.00) in 
Bangkok.—Rev. AND Mrs. Ceciu E. 
Carver, Bangkok. 


In Bengal-Orissa 


The most heart-moving part of our 
Christmas program at the Town Hall 
in Jamshedpur was the singing of 
“Silent Night” by an audience of 
Hindus, Moslems, Sikhs, Parsis, and 
Christians. A new feature of the sea- 
son was a combined Christmas pro- 
gram by all the Protestant churches 
in Jamshedpur. The Indian Christian 
Association sponsored the program. 
The Christmas story was presented in 
music and in drama, and each group 
used its own language—Hindi, Ben- 
gali, Oriya, and English. 

Our evening of carol singing began 
in the German colony at Nildih, and 
ended in the hostel of the staff sur- 
geons of the Tata Main Hospital. We 
had over sixty carolers crowded into 
two buses and the mission car. The 
next night the Catholic carolers came 
to our door and sang in Latin and in 
English. One of their carols, “Sing 
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Freshman Bible class at Tokyo Woman’s Christian College as they were 
planning to bring Christian cheer and joy to the elderly people in a home 


Carols,” was new to us, and its joyous 
exaltation seemed to us to epitomize 
the message of all carols—ReEv. AND 
Mrs. CLARENCE G. VICHERT, /am- 
shed pur. 


In Japan 


Before I entered Tokyo Woman’s 
Christian College, I regarded Christ- 
mas as the time for a good dinner, 
beautiful decorations, and presents 
exchanged with one another. I did 
not feel happy without a beautiful 
Christmas tree. 

In this college, I have learned many 
things about Jesus Christ and his 
birthday—Christmas—which I did 
not know before. I heard a lecturer 
say that if a man tries to help some- 
body in great distress, he has to suffer 
the same distress. Jesus tried to de- 
liver us, and so he came to this world 
te share difficulties with the people. 
As Jesus’ birth has such a deep mean- 
ing, at Christmas we have to make 
efforts to share the sufferings of others 
and to be humble in spirit. 

Last year we had neither a Christ- 
mas tree nor decorated cake in my 
home, but I fully enjoyed the spirit 
of Christmas, because I know for the 
first time the real meaning of the 
day—Ayaxko Asao, Tokyo. 


I had a wonderful Christmas at an 
old people’s home. On a windy Satur- 
day afternoon in December, we mem- 
bers of Elizabeth Knabe’s Bible class 
left our college with many bundles 
containing cakes, books, magazines, 
and costumes for plays we were going 
to give. As it was a twenty-minute 
walk from the railway station to the 
home,- and the bundles were very 
heavy, we were tired before we ar- 
rived. But seeing the lonely faces of 
the old people made us forget every- 
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thing else. We sang some Christmas 
carols and gave the plays with all our 
might. The elderly people laughed 
heartily at any little comic scenes and 
sang the hymns with us. They en- 
joyed the cakes like so many chil- 





dren. On my way home, I could not 
help feeling that “it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.”—SayurI 
Kusota, Tokyo. 


In South India 


The young people who go to the 
villages to tell the Christmas story be- 
gin by giving soap baths to all the 
children! This is a real Christmas gift, 
for many of our people are too poor to 
buy soap, and who does not like a 
good bath! This may be their only 
soap bath of the year. After the bath, 
the hair is nicely combed and oiled. 
Then the Christmas story is told and 
carols are sung. 

On Christmas Sunday, a dozen 
Kavali young people followed Christ 
in baptism. It takes real courage to 
express one’s faith in Christ publicly 
in India today. Congregations here go 
to a well near the highway, where the 
pastor and the candidate go down 
into the water. Here their testimony 
is in view of the passing throng. So 
must we all witness to travelers on the 
highway of life-——Mr. anp Mrs. Et- 
MER E. Apams, Kavaii. 
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Christmas Day at McWhinnie 


By ROSE GRAZIANO 


°Tis several weeks before Christmas, and all through the mission 
Not a youngster is quiet for any good reason. 

A table is placed in the attic with care, 

In hopes that a boat with presents will bear. 

Little ones keep saying, “How long will it be?” 

As they count on their fingers and dance with glee. 


HUS THE RUSH and prepara- 

tion of Christmas is much like 
any household, with the exception 
that we await the boat to bring pres- 
ents from the States, and you, per- 
haps, shop at your favorite stores 
throughout the year. Then, too, our 
family is larger than the usual one. 
The McWhinnie Cottage is home to 
sixteen boys and girls. Here I know the 
feel of little arms pulling my ear close 
as comes the whisper: “That’s what 
I want for Christmas!” 

A long table is placed in the attic, 
away from the sight of the children, 
to provide space for selecting and 
wrapping the presents. In order that 
no child is forgotten, and that gifts 
are equally divided, a chart is tacked 
on the wall above our work table, 


listing each child’s name and age, and 
his wish. Last year we were short gifts 
for the teen-age boys, but some of the 
wives of the Navy men brought shav- 
ing items and hair lotions to fill the 
gap. These friends enjoy having a 
share in our Christmas. 

Women from the town are happy 
to come in and get acquainted with 
the children as baby sitters, while we 
housemothers hide ourselves in the 
attic to prepare the surprises for our 
family. Occasionally the absence of 
the “mama” is too long for a little 
one to endure, or an older one be- 
comes suspicious as to the wherea- 
bouts of the housemother, and the 
baby sitter has to be alert to suggest 
a new game or story to keep the child 
from the attic. But the curiosity and 
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These youngsters at Kodiak, Alaska, 
were up bright and early to see 


the Christmas tree and _ presents 


excitement of the wide-eyed child 
lends the proper setting for Christ- 
mas. 


Christmas Gifts 

The children are not just mindful 
of what they will receive, but enjoy 
purchasing gifts for the school teacher 
and friends. Since the costs of gifts 
purchased in town would far exceed 
the special Christmas allowance, the 
houseparents provide a table of White 
Cross gifts from which they can 
choose. This is as interesting to watch 
as a child shopping at a counter in 
the Woolworth store in your town. 
Much time and care is put into the 
purchasing of each gift, for it is 
chosen with a particular person in 
mind. We feel that this is good train- 
ing, and it offers us another avenue of 
understanding the children. One child 
was more interested in the fact that 
she could purchase ten items for one 
dollar than she was in the actual gifts! 
The gifts the children purchase are 
wrapped with great care. 

Red flannel stockings, carefully 
packed away from year to year, are 
brought out and filled with small 
gifts and chewing gum, candy, and 
nuts. They are hidden on Christmas 
Eve and this secrecy produces much 
excitement. The little children hide 
one another’s stockings and then the 
elder children hide theirs. Oh, yes, 
the “mamas” are in on this too! And 
nothing delights the child more than 
to succeed in hiding “mama’s” stock- 
ing so that it will not be discovered 
until after all children’s stockings 
have been found. 

After a story or two is read and 
good-night prayers are offered, a 
group of excited children make their 
way to bed. As we tuck each precious 
little life into the quiet of the night, 
we are again reminded of the joy the 
Christ child brought into the world in 
the still of the night so many, many 
years ago. 


Christmas Carols 
The night is short for the house- 
parent, but she _ rests _ peacefully, 
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knowing the glad day is soon to dawn. 
Recorded carols serve as the rising 
bell on Christmas morn. On this day 
ne second call is necessary, for many 
little ears have been tuned in for 
several hours awaiting the first note 
of the first carol. Indeed, one won- 
ders if the eyes of several have been 
closed at all; for the well-wrinkled 
pajamas and tousled hair would indi- 
cate a night of tossing, when perhaps 
the vision of Santa Claus has been far 
too great to bring much sleep. 

The children’s first interest is the 
tree. Last year, the wives of the Navy 
men brought each cottage a real tree 
decorated with pretty frosted cookies. 
They were truly a picture of fairy- 
land! Little Clyda admired the tree 
for a long while and then decided to 
taste the frosting of a cookie within 
her reach. 


Finding the Stockings 

Now the fun begins, for the stock- 
ings which were hidden the night be- 
fore are to be found. Each stocking 
has the child’s name on it. The 
smaller ones who cannot read are lead 
by an older child into easy sight of 
their stockings. I must say that they 
can find some of the most unusual 
hiding places. For instance, mine was 
put back of the flour bin. But, of 
course, this all adds to the fun. After 
the stocking is found, its contents are 
examined at once. 


Sunday School Celebration 


Since Christmas fell on Sunday last 
year, our home celebration was inter- 
rupted by Sunday school and church. 
As the children enjoy their church 
life, it was not too difficult to get 
them to eat breakfast, perform the 
usual morning chores, and then at- 
tend Sunday school. 

Our church school is much like 
yours in the States. Last year our 
nursery, kindergarten, and primary 
departments met as one group, and 
we re-enacted the Bible story of 
Jesus’ birth and sang ‘Christmas 
carols. How the children like to sing! 

After church we invited a former 
mission boy and his wife to have din- 
ner with us. They enjoyed the chil- 
dren and the fellowship, and the chil- 
dren always enjoy including someone 
else. Our dinner is usually a gift from 
Christian friends. 

When the dinner work was over we 
opened our gifts. The oldest boy is 
chosen to distribute the gifts as the 
“family” gathers around the tree. 
These are moments when the house- 
mother experiences lasting memories 
of joy as she watches the expression 
on the face of each happy child, and 
hears the exclamations of gratitude 
as one opens his package and finds 


the harmonica that he has wanted for 
so long, or as a new doll is clasped 
tightly in the arms of another. No 
matter how small the gift, it is trea- 
sured because of the love that 
prompted the giving. 

You can well imagine what our 
living room was like after sixteen chil- 
dren had unwrapped numerous gifts. 
It was really a job to keep toys sepa- 
rated, and tags kept so that each gift 
could be properly acknowledged. 

After the “ah’s” of the children 
had quieted, the houseparents opened 
their gifts. Then the floor and room 
were cleared of all wrappings, and 
the remainder of the afternoon was 
spent in play and in receiving visitors. 


Perfect Ending 


Soon the afternoon passed and eve- 
ning was again upon us. The excite- 
ment of the day, the large noon-time 
meal, and the nibbling of holiday 
sweets had so reduced appetites that 
the evening meal was no great chore. 
After the supper work was cleared 
away, we had a prayer time in the 
living room with the small children, 
while the glder ones attended the eve- 
ning church service. We sang and 
read stories, talked about Christmas, 
and had a period of prayer. 

Hearts were full of “thank you’s” 
that night. I do not believe one gift 
or person was forgotten; for gift and 
person were mentioned in each spoken 
prayer. Even these small ones realized 
where the gifts had come from and 
they appreciated both gift and giver. 
As the day closed, the houseparents 
again hoped that through the joy of 
giving and receiving each child had 
seen the meaning of Christmas. 





Christmas cookies delight little Clyda 
as she tastes the delicious frosting 
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The Glory and the Humility of God 


By WILLIAM J. KEECH 


... his name shall be called Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 


us.—Matthew 1: 23. 


OD, who is infinite, sovereign, 

and transcendent, who marches 
through his creation in majesty and 
glory, at whose word worlds come 
into being and stars keep their courses, 
who created man in his own image 
(“a little lower than God”), became 
“flesh, and dwelt among us, . . . full 
of grace and truth.” The Child in the 
manger, the angel choirs and stars, 
curious shepherds, worshiping Magi, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, these 
are the panoply which celebrate the 
incarnation. God divested himself of 
his glory and clothed himself in hu- 
man flesh. He became one of us and 
he walks in our midst. This is the 
supreme glory of Christmas. 

But Christmas is more than a 
pageant. It is more than a revelation 
or a celebration. It is an act of God 
with meaning for every man. It is the 
working out of a plan. “His mercy is 
on those who fear him from genera- 
tion to generation. He has shown 
strength with his arm, he has scat- 
tered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts, he has put down the 
mighty from their thrones, and ex- 
alted those of low degree; he has 
filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent empty 
away.” 

Who is sufficient for these things? 
Such goodness and such love are be- 
yond imagining, but their meaning is 
not beyond our involvement. Two 
things the heart must do. It must 
worship. The heart’s worship begins 
in sheer wonder, awe, and fear, and 
grows into trust and, yes, into love 
the love that is the crowning glory of 
two who are attracted each to the 
other. It is worship that issues in 
peace and fellowship, in strength and 
joy to him who worships in sincerity 
and in truth. 

He who truly worships must also 
serve. God who is merciful is also 
strong. He is busy with a plan which 
is re-creating things according to his 
wisdom and his righteousness. High 
and low, poor and rich—all are af- 
fected. To reach the last man on 
God’s earth with the knowledge of his 
love, to share in every man’s every 
need out of one’s abundance, to help 
every man find his true dignity and 
worth—this is the call of his service. 

What this means for you and for 
me only the revealing of his will can 
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‘Adoration of the Shepherds’ 
—ZURBAREN 


spell out; only a complete obedience 
to his bidding can satisfy. The impe- 
rious call to his service gives fulfill- 
ment to his self-disclosure and pur- 
pose to our living. Apart from him, 
life is a frustration and a mockery. 
To worship and to serve him who 
walks in our midst is the supreme end 
of all living. This is the deepest mean- 
ing of Christmas. 


Lasting Gifts 
Christmas Books 


Birthday joy at Christmas results in 
the giving of gifts. Let Jesus, the gift 
of God to men, be at the center of our 
living and giving this year more than 
ever before. 

The printed word is one way to in- 
sure the permanence and _ usefulness 
of our gifts. So, let us give books such 
as these: 

The Bible. 

The Good News: the New Testa- 
ment with authentic photographs and 
maps. For family, and teachers, $2. 

Portraits of Jesus: reproductions of 
great masters, with selections from the 
King James Version, and picture in- 
terpretations by Marian King. $2.75. 

The Child Jesus. By Florence M. 
Fitch. Daily experiences. For children. 
$2.50. 

A Book of Remembrance, 1957. $1. 

To the Golden Shore. By Courtney 
Anderson. Outstanding biography of 





Adoniram Judson. Gift for minister; 
good for reviews. $6. 

How Long the Night. By Claribel 
F. Dick. Inspiring story of a Chris- 
tian’s victory over suffering. $2.50. 

Protestant Witness of a New Amer- 
ican. By Angelo di Domenica. Thrill- 
ing autobiography of a living Italian 

aptist pioneer. Cloth, $2.50; paper, 
$1.50. 

Prudence Crandall: Woman of 
Courage. By Elizabeth Yates. A pio- 
neer—1833—in race relations. Senior 
high. $3. 

I Am a Christian. By Jesse R. Wil- 
son. Personal testimony of an inter- 
national Christian leader. Senior and 
junior high. 50 cents. 

Signal Hill. By Edward A. Herron. 
An exciting vacation in the oil fields. 
Junior high. $2.50. 

Don and the Book Bus. By Helen 
D. Olds. They have a library and a 
club house, too. Junior. $2.50. 

The Big World and the Little 
House. By Ruth Krauss. The world 
comes into our homes. Primary. $2.50. 

LirrLe PLayvMATE SERIES: 75 cents 
each. Kindergarten. Juan and Juan- 
ita. By Sara G. Klein. Twins from the 
Philippines. Surprise for Robin. By 
Jeanette P. Brown. From her Japa- 
nese friends. Deedee’s Holiday. By 
Jeanette P. Brown. Egyptian boy’s un- 
expected adventure. 

Order from your nearest American 
Baptist book store. 

Dorotuy A. STEVENS 


Read the Bible Today 


Do you want to encourage Bible 
reading? 

Reading the Bible Today, by Dan- 
iel T. Niles, who is a world Christian 
student leader, sends every layman 
back to the Bible. Bible classes will 
gain new insights into the word of 
God as it speaks to us today. This is 
a clear, compact explanation of the 

















Bible’s twenty-five hundred years of 
history; its story of God’s purpose, his 
promises and their fulfillment; the 
story of man’s discovery of God; the 
story of men of faith from Abel to 
the host of Christian witnesses. 

Mr. Niles, a Methodist Church 
superintendent in Ceylon, is one of 
the best-known church leaders in Asia. 
He is associated with the evangelism 
department of the World Council of 
Churches, and is chairman of the 
World Student Christian Federation. 

You can get this book at your near- 
est American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety book store for $1.25. 


Missions and Intercession 


“When once we have recognized 
petitionary prayer for what it is—a 
God-appointed way for releasing his 
divine power—we may pray for 
whomever or whatever we choose, for 
the issue remains with him who is infi- 
nite wisdom and everlasting love.” So 
writes J. S. Bonnell in The Practice 
and Power of Prayer, and he adds, “If 
we falter today, if the kingdom tarries, 
it is because we shamefully neglect in- 
tercessory prayer.” 

One of the important functions of 
a church is its responsibility to pray 
for its missionaries, for the work they 
do and the people they reach. It is 
prayer on the highest level and one 
of the most important things a church 
can do. 

The Book of Remembrance comes 
out annually to assist in bringing these 
workers to our remembrance, in 
order that we may pray for them per- 
sonally and intelligently. One church 
assigned a name of a missionary as a 
gift to every enrolled member of the 
Sunday school at a summer Christmas 
party. It was discovered that every 
phase of American Baptist work was 
being remembered in prayer by the 
membership of this church. A pastor 
related some listed missionary in his 
pastoral prayer every Sunday at wor- 
ship. This book sells for $1. 





Exodus 


FEBRUARY 
Ruth, Philemon 





Book of the Month 


“For sometime I have been want- 
ing to write to you and say how much 
I enjoy the Bible Book of the Month 
bookmark. It has helped me to achieve 
a desire to read the Bible regularly; 
and by books rather than by verses.” — 
Mrs. SAMUEL Epce, Hamden, Conn. 
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The Missionary Friend 


By FLORENCE J. LATTER 


ME BLACK, the grower, thought 
and thought what he should do 
with the Martinez family. The Mar- 
tinez family were migrants and in 
trouble. Mr. Martinez was in the hos- 
pital, and his wife and three children 
were trying to earn money picking 
cherries. But they could not pick fast 
enough. The grower needed the cabin 
they were using. 

Finally, Mr. Black remembered 
that he had been told of some mis- 
sionaries who worked among the mi- 
grants there, helping them and talk- 
ing to them about Jesus. “I have a 
family here who need a place to stay. 
I have just three houses and must 
have people who can pick a lot of 
cherries every day. My crop is very 
ripe. The mother and three children 
cannot pick many cherries. I will 
bring them to you.” 

In less than an hour the Martinez 
family arrived with a few boxes which 
contained their food, all that they 
had, and some clothes. They came to 
the house trailer where the missionary 
lived. Mrs. Martinez looked so worn 
and frail and the children, too, looked 
worried and tired. 

How wonderful that the missionary 
lived on a cherry farm where the 
owners were Christians. The grow- 
er’s wife looked lovingly at the little 
family and said, “Do not feel sad. My 
husband will put up a tent for you. 
We will fix a kitchen in our garage. 
We will let you pick cherries. We will 
help you. Do not worry.” 

Early that evening the children 
were tucked in their little cots in their 
new tent home and slept soundly all 
night. In the morning, after a hasty 
breakfast, Mamma and the children 
left for the cherry orchard. The first 
hour everyone picked, and the little 
buckets were filled several times. 
Mamma was happy, but soon the 
boys began to play and Maria, the 
youngest only six years old, sat down 
under a tree. Mamma tried to get 
them to work again by saying, “Come 
on. Let’s pick and earn enough 
money to go to California to visit 
Uncle Roberto and your cousins. We 
cannot stay here after the cherries are 
picked.” 

By noon each boy had picked three 
small buckets and all walked wearily 
up to the garage kitchen where 
Mamma prepared a_ hasty lunch. 
Back to the field they went once more 
where they worked until nearly six. 


As they arrived, tired and dirty, the 
missionary called from her trailer, 
“Come here and get some things I 
have cooked for supper.” 

Day after day, Mamma Martinez 
awakened her sleepy family and hur- 
ried to the orchard. She was eager 
to earn enough money for the trip 
west and a visit to her brother. She 
bought scanty supplies of food, for 
she was saving her money for the bus 
ride. The grower’s wife and the mis- 
sionary often made a trip to the ga- 
rage kitchen with some hot dish or 
fruit for the family. How delighted 
the children were when they saw them 
coming, and Mamma was happy, too, 
for it was hard to cook when one was 
so tired. 

The missionary also gave them 
clothing and toys and supplied them 
with health kits sent by the boys and 
girls of our Baptist vacation church 
schools. Many times they also went 
with her to the services and story 
hours at the different camps in the 
evenings. One night Mrs. Martinez 
said that she loved Jesus and wanted 
to be like him. 

Finally after three weeks of picking 
cherries, they had enough money to 
take the bus to California. This was a 
happy day. They dressed in their very 
best. The missionary packed a lunch 
with fruit, sandwiches, and home- 
made cookies and bade them good-by 
at the station. Mrs. Martinez and the 
children thanked her many times for 
her help and thanked God for send- 
ing her to them. 


World from Our Home 


Though our children are aware of 
the wideness of the world in which 
they live, they have not as yet had 
time to find out much about it. Their 
feelings about it and their attitudes 
toward it are in the process of being 
formed. They may develop feelings 
and attitudes that are negative and, 
therefore, inhibiting—fear of the 
threat the world offers to peace and 
safety: superiority toward those peo- 
ples who are less privileged than they; 
scorn of those whose customs and 
cultures are different; complacency 
in a conviction that their country is 
the best place of all in which to live 
and has nothing to learn from other 
nations. 

On the other hand, they may de- 
velop feelings and attitudes that are 
positive and that stimulate growth— 
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an awareness of the diversity of peo- 
ples and customs in the world, and a 
delight in discovering more about 
them; an appreciation of the contri- 
butions other nationalities have made 
to art and culture and to the general 
enjoyment of life; a realization that 
though people of the world differ in 
outward appearance, they are inher- 
ently much the same, with the same 
basic needs for food, home, and 
clothes, and the same basic longing for 
peace and security; an understanding 
that all over the world there are Chris- 
tian families who worship the same 
God and follow the same Master. 

In the development of attitudes and 
feelings toward the world, the home 
has a great part to play. What it does 
or does not do determines whether the 
children will develop fears, superiori- 
ties, and complacencies—or aware- 
ness, appreciation, and understanding. 

In the pages of this bookiet The 
World from Our Home, pairs of par- 
ents tell what they do with their chil- 
dren to bring them to awareness, ap- 
preciation, and understanding of the 
world in which they live. They de- 
scribe how they try to open the win- 
dows of home so that their children 
will look out upon the world with 
eagerness and anticipation. 

Books and music, discussions and 
planned experiences, visitors from 
abroad, adopted children of other 
races—these are some of the means 
the parents have used in trying to open 
the home windows for their families. 
In the articles of this pamphlet, they 
tell what they have done and of the 
results. Each pair of parents write in 
their own way and present their own 
point of view as they record their fam- 
ily experiences. 

It is hoped that in these experiences 
other parents will find ideas and tech- 
niques that will prove useful to them 
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in helping their children to know more 
about the world and its peoples. 
This pamphlet is intended for par- 
ents. They may read it by themselves 
at home and discuss it with each other. 
They may read and discuss it together 
in one of their church or community 
parent groups. Questions for possible 
discussion are suggested for each ar- 
ticle. Such discussions should give rise 
to an exchange of experiences within 
the group and to the discovery of more 
ideas for helping children to learn 
more about the world and its people. 
The pamphlet contains sixty-four 
pages. It is available at all American 
Baptist book stores for 60 cents. 


New Kindergarten Books 
A Christmas Gift Idea! 


Juan and Juanita. Juan and Juanita 
are twins who live in a village of the 
Philippines. They go on a trip to visit 
their cousins in Manila and something 
unexpected happens. 

Surprise for Robin. Robin is a little 
American girl who is going home from 
Japan. Her friends in the Japanese 
kindergarten give her some “surprise” 
presents as she is leaving, but Seiji’s 
surprise is the best of all. 











Deedee’s Holiday. Deedee lives in 
Egypt and to celebrate a holiday he 
and his family go to the Pyramids. 
There Deedee has a wonderful time 
until he gets lost. 

These three books are boxed in an 
attractive package for $2.00 (paper). 
Single copies are priced at 75 cents 
each; boards, $1.25. Order from 
American Baptist book stores. 
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Summer Service Project 
By TONY JOYCE 


NE OF THE MANY areas of 
service for the Baptist youth of 
West Virginia is the summer service 
projects. It is an opportunity to serve 
their church, state, and communities. 
The state of West Virginia is a 
relatively young state, and it is in 
many areas still experiencing growing 
pains. At the present it is involved in 
a statewide expansion of industry. 
With this influx, there are accom- 
panying problems of both religious 
and social nature which must be met 
and solved. One such area where 
these problems are acute is the steel 
town of Weirton. 

Weirton is a little Pittsburgh. It 
has a population of thirty-five thou- 
sand people, composed of thirty-three 
different nationalities, with many dif- 
ferences and sometimes conflicting 
loyalties. 


People’s Needs 


Cognizant of the needs of the peo- 
ple, the B.Y.F. of West Virginia organ- 
ized a summer service project in con- 
junction with the Weirton Christian 
Center, where Isaac Igarashi is the 


director. The B.Y.F. agreed to con- 
tribute $1,500 to be spent for salaries 
and supplies for five project workers, 
and the center would supplement this 
figure in order to complete pavment 
of the expenses incurred during a 
seven-week period, June 7—July 30. 

The program was built around a 
Bible training school which lasted five 
weeks. The other two weeks were used 
for compiling reports and making so- 
cial studies and surveys to be used by 
the center for reference during the 
coming year. 

Personnel for this project were 
chosen from applicants who had at 
least one year of college training in 
the particular areas of need—worship, 
drama, music, planned recreation, and 
arts and crafts. Miss Elizabeth, of 
Moundsville, a graduate from Beth- 
any College with a B.S. degree in 
home economics, served as the coor- 
dinator. Alderson Broaddus College 
students made up most of the staff. 
Donna Lemley, of Vienna, served as 
music director. A physical education 
major, Sue Martin, of Fairmont, was 
in charge of recreation. Tony Joyce, 
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a social psychology major from Hunt- 
ington, was the drama leader. The 
only outstate member of the staff was 
Kiefer Campbell, of Battle Creek, 
Mich. His responsibility was arts and 
crafts. To supplement this staff vol- 
unteer leaders, both young people and 
adults, assisted in the different depart- 
ments. 


Varied Program 

The five-week Bible training pro- 
gram was directed primarily toward 
youth between the ages of six and 
fourteen. Emphasis was put upon the 
teaching of Christian concepts of 
brotherhood and cooperation. An op- 
portunity for self-expression and cre- 
ative work was afforded each student. 
The program also provided time for 
field trips for the entire church school 
to the Pittsburgh Zoo and the Shrine 
Circus at Wheeling. Class trips such as 
swimming parties, roller skating, fish- 
ing, picnics, and overnight camping 
trips were taken. 

The summer projectors also assume 
other responsibilities. A neighborhood 
canvass was made to determine the 
number of children in the area who 
might be served. Each worker visited 
the home of his students in order 
better to acquaint himself with their 
problems, and thereby be better able 
to meet their needs. The summer staff 
also chose as a work project the re- 
decorating of the center’s lobby 
(painting, new lights, etc.). They re- 
painted the kitchen and put a new 
ceiling in the staff lounge. While the 
girls put the fine touches on these 
jobs, the two boys resurfaced the gym- 
nasium floor and repaired the worn 
spots in the ceiling. 


Social Service 


Two phases of social service were 
begun this summer at the center. The 
staff compiled a list of public and 
private social agencies found in the 
city, so that the center might establish 
direct channels of aid for the people 
in its neighborhood and eliminate a 
great deal of red tape. 

The second social phase was in the 
area of juvenile delinquency. During 
the two-week period after Bible school, 
Tony Joyce, in conjunction with a 
permanent staff member, prepared 
comprehensive reports on two cases 
concerning residents in the area served 
by the center. These reports are to be 
used by the center as reference docu- 
ments while it proceeds with the re- 
habilitation of these young people. 

This is an outline of one of the 
summer projects in West Virginia, 
sponsored by the B.Y.F. This was a 
need we felt we could meet by offer- 
ing our time and knowledge through 
@ summer project. It was our respon- 
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sibility to offer the Word of God to 
our fellow youth, and to help them 
in any way we could. 


South Dakota 


Through a program adopted by the 
state B.Y.F., South Dakota Baptist 
youth raised over $400 during the past 
year for the Unified Budget of the 
American Baptist Convention. They 
give what they call “sacrificial nick- 
els.” It is a plan that works. Accord- 
ing to the state director of Christian 
education Ray L. Schroder, “Youth 
work in South Dakota is at a very 
fine high.” 


FFellowshin Guild 


Christmas Greetings 


Christmas greetings to all Fellow- 
ship Guild girls and counselors. 

“For unto us is born in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” 

As the most joyous time of the year 
approaches, we look back over nine- 
teen hundred years to the birth of a 
baby. That baby, born in Bethlehem, 
has come into our hearts. He has 
brought with him joy, peace, under- 
standing, forgiveness, and the promise 
of eternal life. May our thoughts 
travel each day during this season 
back to the manger of long ago, and 
may we rejoice as the angels did, and 
sing “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” 

May the light of Christ’s presence 
glow in your hearts and mine at this 
time of the year—the Christmas sea- 
son. 








Sincerely, 
Marion MANocG 
National Fellowship Guild Counselor 


Program of Degrees 


For the past severai years, a na- 
tional program of degrees has been 
in the thinking of Fellowship Guild 
leaders across the convention. Work 
was started last year and two parts 
of the program have been completed. 
We are recommending some require- 
ments for active membership in the 
guild. We are not requiring girls who 
are now members to take this work, 
but we hope that they will want to, 
because it is the national program 
adopted by the Fellowship Guild of 
the B.Y.F., and that every girl will 
want to begin at the beginning. It is 
suggested that the service of initiation 
in the “Guild Guide,” or one that you 
would like to write yourself, be used 
after the requirements have been met. 





The degree of the rose varies greatly 
from the one in the Oregon program 
which has been so widely used. It has 
been adapted to fit our four areas of 
interest. The service for conferring 
the degree is the Oregon one, with 
very few changes. This is such a 
beautiful service we knew you would 
want us to include it. 

The cost for this portion of the 
program of degrees is 10 cents and it 
can be purchased only through the 
B.Y.F. office, 1703 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. If you have al- 
ready sent your order in, you should 
have it by now. If not, drop a card 
to the B.Y.F. office. 

If there are questions about any 
part of the program, please write to 
Mrs. Robert F. Manogg, 13121 Wales, 
Huntington Woods, Mich. 


Joyce LaClair 


Through correspondence this fall I 
have had the privilege of getting ac- 
quainted with Joyce LaClair, who at 
present is the recipient of the Alma 
Noble Scholarship. I should like you 
to know her also. 

Joyce is a senior in the school of 
nursing at the University of Vermont. 
She is the youngest of a family of five 
children, and comes from a small 
town in Vermont. She expects to re- 
ceive her bachelor of science degree 
and nurse’s registration in June, and 
then enter public health nursing in a 
rural area. She believes this will give 
her valuable experience, for her goal 
is to be a missionary nurse. She plans 
to enter seminary and work for a 
master’s degree in religious education. 
As soon as she is well prepared she 
hopes to become a missionary. 

On the campus, Joyce is a very 
busy person. She is kept busy with the 
Student Christian Association activi- 
ties. She holds offices in the Roger 
Williams Fellowship and on the uni- 
form committee of the School Nurs- 
ing; she participates in the U.V.M. 
Student Nurses Association, along 
with taking part in the usual college 
social functions. 

It is difficult for her to say when 
she made her decision for full-time 
Christian service. She feels her warm 
Christian home, her church-school 
teachers, her pastors, Baptist-spon- 
sored camps, and a very recent trip 
to Green Lake have all contributed 
to her desire to give of her best to her 
Master. 

Joyce has not been a guild girl, but 
expresses a desire to know about our 
program. Perhaps she can still be a 
guild girl, for she is only twenty years 
old. 

Our best wishes go to Joyce in her 
last year at school. We shall be ex- 
pecting to hear more from her. 
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A Challenge for You 


By VIVIAN H. RANDLE 


HRISTMAS was designed to be 

one of the most necessary days of 
our lives, said Margaret T. Apple- 
garth, in speaking to the fourth an- 
nual meeting of the National Coun- 
cil of American Baptist Women in 
Atlantic City last year. Dr. Apple- 
garth went on to say that by misusing 
Christmas Day we “poor, ornery peo- 
ple” had rendered it useless. She chal- 
lenged us to redesign our lives, that 
every moment, every day of the 
Christmas season might mean purely 
peace and good will. 


Christmas in Summertime 


This year out in Colorado a strange 
thing happened in one of the 
churches. On a midsummer Sunday 
morning the music of the choir, the 
chimes, the entire worship service 
proclaimed the glad tidings of the 
birth of our Savior. The planning 
body of the church was not confused 
as to dates. It was only after long and 
careful deliberation that they rede- 
signed their church calendar, and set 
the Christmas service in the summer- 
time. This was done in the hope that 
a more meaningful observance would 
come about in the absence of the 
hurly-burly and commercialism at- 
tendant to the regular Christmas 
season. 

These imaginative Westerners, how- 
ever, were just in the nick of time with 
their out-of-season celebration. The 
very week the press carried the story 
all over the country, at least two of 
the large national magazines were in 
the mail displaying advertisements 
concerned with Christmas gift buying! 
Thus the greatest of all spending 
sprees began this year before the first 
day of September. 


Christmas and Children 


More than a hundred years ago, 
Emerson said that no institution is too 
sacred to criticize, and that all institu- 
tions must be periodically overhauled 
and examined. Well, let us take a fur- 
ther look at what has happened to the 
Christmas season as it affects our im- 
mediate families. 

One of our great thrills as parents is 
to share the child’s ecstasy over Christ- 
mas. His wonder at the brilliantly 
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lighted tree and the unending array of 
gifts is something to remember always. 
And we would suggest nothing that 
would alter this happy custom. 

Granted a realization of the true 
significance of the day is for more 
mature minds to grasp. I think we 
would be amazed, though, at how 
early our children sense what it is we 
value; what it is we live and strive for. 
Hence the importance of these early 
Christmastimes in laying a foundation 
for reverence and right thinking in 
connection with the day. 


Christian Christmas 


If ours is a religious home, we ac- 
cent the fact that this is the birthday 
of our Lord and Savior. And we make 
an effort to relegate some of the lesser 
values surrounding the day to the 
background. But how successful are 
we in this? Do our actions prove that 
the uppermost thought in our minds is 
of the day “there was no room for 
them in the inn”? Or does our concern 
to outshine the neighbors with new 
clothes, household furnishings, deco- 
rations, and costly gifts seem more ap- 
parent? In spite of our efforts to ap- 
pear calm and unhurried, do our 
families sense a feeling of tension as 
we strive for a perfect Christmas din- 
ner and everything else in keeping? 


Christmas Values 


Two points come to mind in con- 
nection with this look at the Christ- 
mas season. First, you and I, the 
women of America, control the great- 
est buying power in the world today, 
according to a popular syndicated col- 
umn. Think what an impact would re- 
sult if we made up our minds to inject 
a bit of sanity into this hectic time of 
spending? What would happen if we 
decided to put a stop to the orgy of 
buying which we and our families in- 
dulge in year after year? Surely some 
of the shoddy materials manufactured 
just for the “Christmas trade” would 
disappear from the stores. You see, it 
is the things we spend money for this 
year that will determine the items to 
be pushed next year. 

Most important, I think, would be 
the change in our own outlook; the 
gift we would give ourselves of time 





to meditate, time to ponder, to replen- 
ish our spiritual resources. 


Christmas Remembrance 


Proverbs 31: 10-31 brings out the 
second point. Here we find listed fif- 
teen qualifications for “the good wife.” 
God has given women the special 
qualities of faith, understanding, pa- 
tience, and skill needed in bringing 
about Christ-centered homes. Some- 
one has said that woman’s sphere is 
atmosphere. In the following conver- 
sation between two young people, per- 
haps we shall see what can happen if 
we take seriously our prerogative of 
setting the pace which our families 
will follow during this holiday season: 

“What I remember most about 
Christmas is the new books we re- 
ceived, and you and Daddy sitting 
around the fire reading to us,” said 
sixteen-year-old Carol. “And the times 
we made the figures for our holy fam- 
ily and the animals. Those beautiful 
paints; the glowing blue of Mary’s 
robe; and the deep purple and gold of 
the Wise Men. I think I shall always 
associate those colors with Christmas 
at our house. The clean, shiny rooms, 
and the air of quiet and peace and 
happiness that seemed greater at those 
times.” 

“T remember those things, too,” 
agreed Peggy. “But I especially like 
Christmas Eve, when we invited our 
friends to come in for dessert before 
we all went together to the candle- 
light service at the church. Remember 
the time so many extra people ‘just 
dropped in’ that the children sat 
around the dining-room table, while 
the grownups ate from trays in the liv- 
ing room? That was fun!” 

So you see the contrast—panic at 
the reminder of “Only Five Shopping 
Days Before Christmas,” or the re- 
laxed, restful, worshipful time Christ- 
mas was meant to be. 


Christmas Challenge 

A start has been made in our coun- 
try to keep Christ in Christmas as sug- 
gested by Benjamin P. Browne in the 
Baptist Leader for December, 1955. 
We can do much to augment these 
scattered beginnings of reform with 
the force of a combined attack on this 
invader of our homes. We, American 
Baptist women, by redesigning our lives 
in these days as suggested by Dr. 
Applegarth, can present such a for- 
midable front that the exponents of 
the Roman holiday-type celebration 
will give up in despair. 

We can return to a quiet, reverent 
remembrance of the birthday of the 
Prince of Peace. We can bring De- 
cember 25 back to its rightful place 
as one of the most necessary days in 
our lives. Will you accept the chal- 
lenge? 
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The Woman's Seciely 


FOR MEETINGS OF CIRCLES AND SMALL SOCIETIES 





Jewels of the East 


By HAZEL FERGUSON and ANN LARSON 


[Note to the leader: One leader may 
take all the parts or she may have 
other women help her. Other national 
Christians may be used in addition to, 
or in place of, these presented herein. 
A map of Southeast Asia should be 
hung before the group. Colored 
gummed circles may be used in locat- 
ing places on the map.| 


Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign.” 

LeapER: Our theme today is “Jew- 
els of the East.” Jewels are commonly 
thought of as precious stones. Now, 
precious stones in their natural state 
may appear rough and worthless, es- 
pecially to the eyes of those untrained 
in testing their value. These stones 
must be cut and buffed or polished to 
bring out their maximum beauty. 
Then to add usefulness to their beauty, 
they are placed or mounted. 

Is this not a fitting illustration of 
Christ’s work of grace in our lives? 
All Christians are his workmanship— 
his jewels. 

ScriptuRE: 2: 1-10. 

LEADER: Some of our most precious 
stones come from the East. Diamonds 
are found in India, Australia, and, of 
course, in Africa. The world’s finest 
rubies and sapphires come from 
Burma, Thailand, and Ceylon, and 
turquoise comes from Persia and Turk- 
istan. But more precious than these 
stones of the East are the jewels which 
are the workmanship of Christ. 

On our program today are women 
who will tell about five of these “Jew- 
els of the East,” and locate their 
homelands on the map. 

First Woman: I want you to know 
Mrs. Sein Maung, of Burma. She 
was born near Mandalay in a Bud- 
dhist home. Until she was fourteen 
years old she attended government 
schools, where she was taught the 
Buddhist scriptures. At fourteen, she 
entered a Baptist mission school and 
came under the influence of Christian 
teaching. After being gradu*ted from 
Judson College, she married Sein 
Maung. 

Mrs. Maung is a vice-president of 
the Burma Baptist Convention. She is 
in demand by numerous Baptist com- 
mittees in Burma for her keen intellect 
and good judgment. Her home is one 
of unusual Christian beauty and in- 
fluence. 

Mrs. Maung was one of the recent 
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visitors from overseas who was brought 
here on a mission of fellowship by the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
cieties. She had a part on the program 
of the American Baptist Convention 
in Seattle and has spoken in Baptist 
churches during her visit here.’ 

Seconp Woman: When Alice 
Mark, of Assam, was a child she 
learned that her mother had died 
from lack of medical care. Her in- 
terest in medicine began then. Later 
when she was a girl of thirteen, chol- 
era broke out in the school she was 
attending, further impressing her with 
the need for doctors in her country. 
Her interest and determination fol- 
lowed her through graduation from 
Ludhiana Christian Medical College, 
Punjab, India. 

Dr. Mark has been on the staff of 
the Gauhati Hospital for Assam for 
twenty-five years. She is the first doc- 
tor from Assam to visit the United 
States. Here she is doing further study 
in the field of X-ray techniques.’ 

Tuirp Woman: I present an out- 
standing Christian from South India, 
P. Ravi Varma. He was born in 
Polepally, South India. He holds 
many responsible and influential posts 
in the field of education in South In- 
dia. In the state of Andhra, he is on 
the state board of secondary educa- 
tion. He is a member of the state 
textbook committee. 

Dr. Varma gives most of his time 
and abilities to the field of Christian 
education. He is chairman of the edu- 
cation committee of the Andhra State 
Christian Council and a member of 
the Christian Education Council of 
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South India. He is also the principal 
and correspondent of the Baptist Mis- 
sion High School in Ongole, South 
India. And it is of interest to us that 
he has studied at the University of 
Oregon." 

FourtH Woman: In Thailand, 
Naw Mu Yi’s handsome young hus- 
band was killed while he was a soldier 
with the Karen forces in the civil war 
of Burma. He never saw the little 
daughter who was born after he went 
away to war. His letters told of his 
hope that the child would grow up to 
become a Christian teacher to the 
Karens in Thailand. 

Today, Naw Mu Yi, the talented, 
young, widowed mother, serves Christ 
in many ways, Alfred Q. Van Ben- 
schoten, one of our Baptist mis- 
sionaries in Thailand, says of her: 
“I do not see how we could get 
along without her in our transla- 
tion work, our school work, in fact in 
all sorts of local problems. Her beauti- 
ful face is a reflection of her beautiful 
Christian spirit. She has high hope of 
giving her little girl a good education. 
So far we have only primary schools 
here. Before the little girl is ready for 
grammar or high school, her mother 
hopes the missionaries will be able to 
start other schools which the child can 
attend.”? 

FirtH Woman: Cha Mvuh gradu- 
ated in 1952 from the Bible School in 
Pangwai, Burma. Since he was not 
one of the brightest students, it was 
wondered how the Lord would use 
him. “I feel that God wants me to go 
back and till my fields, but I shall 
spend all the time I can witnessing for 
Christ, showing the people what a 
fully consecrated layman can do for 
the Lord,” he said. 

Because of Cha Mvuh’s tireless ef- 
forts, many in his area have been won 
to Christ. He has been an inspiration 
to teachers and pastors with his pa- 
tient, humble, zealous witnessing. Now 
he has given up farming and the mem- 
bers of his church are paying him a 
small salary so that he may give full- 
time service to his people. 

Leaver: Let us pray silently for 
these fellow laborers in Christ. 
[Quietly name each national, pausing 
after each.| Sein Maung, and Cha 
Mvuh, and other fellow workmen in 
Burma; Alice Mark, and fellow work- 
ers in Assam; P. Ravi Varma, and fel- 
low workers in South India; Naw Mu 
Yi and fellow workers in Thailand; fel- 
low workers in the Philippines and 
other areas of the East. [While heads 
are still bowed, leader reads: Eph. 





2: 19-221] 

Hymn: “In Christ There Is No 
East or West.” 

1 “Visitors from Overseas,” welcome leaflet, 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 

2 Leaflet, ““Worshi rvices for Youth,” YBA, 
World Fellowship Offering Project, 1955-1956. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
AMERICAN BAPTIST MEN 





Ladies’ Night 


T IS HARD, with Christmas fes- 
tivities almost upon us, to start 
planning for a Valentine banquet. 
Two months is none too long, though, 
to plan and execute one that will 
keep the ladies talking about it until 
a year from now. 

It is particularly important to make 
your sweetheart banquet one of the 
best meetings of the year, because 
many of the ladies will help you get 
out some of the men you have invited 
in vain. Especially if the ladies heard 
good reports of last year’s meeting. 

Perhaps you will wish to repeat the 
“This Is Your Life” type of program 
(Missions, December, 1955), select- 
ing a new couple-of-the-year. Some 
groups have repeated this type of pro- 
gram several times, with a little dif- 
ferent treatment, such as a different 
setting, the use of tape recordings from 
distant relatives, projection of old pic- 
tures obtained from family and 
friends. 

Or you may wish to develop the 
Valentine theme. If so, you will want 
to begin now to plan the decorations. 
Some humorous and some serious val- 
entines, greatly enlarged, should grace 
the walls. Hearts and streamers can 
be used generously on tables and pil- 
lars. The menu should be planned to 
use as many red and white dishes as 
possible. If your men are agreeable 
(ask them at the January meeting), 
order inexpensive corsages (red and 
white flowers) for all the ladies. 

Prepare a special song sheet for the 
occasion. “Love’s Old Sweet Song,” 
“Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” “With 
Someone Like You,” and “Believe Me 
If All Those Endearing Young 
Charms” should be included. You will 
think of others. Decorate the sheet 
with cupids and hearts. 

Plan to honor couples who, working 
together, have meant much in the life 
of your church. If you are not giving 
corsages to all the ladies, at least pre- 
sent one to each lady in these couples. 
Some humorous gift, if it is really 
funny by all standards, would be good 
for each of the men. Perhaps a badge, 
labeled “Ideal Couple,” made of over- 
lapping hearts, could be given to each 
partner of every couple honored. Pre- 
sentation of these honors can be half 
the fun. It should be entrusted to 
someone with a good sense of humor 
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who is careful not to let his jokes 
hurt anyone. 

You might let each wife of the hon- 
ored couples tell how she hooked her 
husband—and then ask him for his 
version. 

Selection of couples to be honored 
might be based on age, number of 
children, and length of membership 
(longest and shortest). The number 
chosen will depend on the size of your 
group. You probably should select not 
over 10 or 15 per cent for honors. 


Speeches 


The theme of the evening is, obvi- 
ously, entertainment. This can be the 
setting, however, for a most effective 
talk on the Christian home. A speaker, 
perhaps the pastor, or the teacher of 
an adult class, or an outsider, can lead 
from a rollicking discussion of tradi- 
tional marital problems to a serious 
discussion of Christian attitudes, fam- 
ily worship, and family unity in church 
relatonships. It should be brief, but 
pack a real punch. Depending on the 
length of your program, you may want 
two speakers, perhaps a man and a 
woman. The total program, however, 
should not run after 9:00 p.m. 


Important 


Men, be sure the ladies have noth- 
ing to do with this meal! Do the deco- 
rating, plan the meal, cook it and 
serve it yourselves—or hire it done. 
Some groups take their wives out to 
a specially decorated room in a restau- 
rant. You will have more fun and less 
expense if you can put it on your- 
selves, at the church or in a good-sized 
home. Perhaps the young folks can 
help with the serving and the dish 
washing, particularly if they can earn 
some money toward summer camp ex- 
penses. 


Plan Advertising, Too 


Have your decorating committee 
make a few extra large hearts that can 
start appearing around the various 
church-school rooms and _ bulletin 
boards, about the fourth week in Janu- 
ary, without any wording on them— 
just the date. The next week, add the 
words “Sweetheart Banquet.” The 
next week, give full information. 
Mimeograph some attractive invita- 


tions and be sure they get into the 
hands of all adults in both the church 
school and the worship services, two 
Sundays before the banquet. Take 
reservations starting that Sunday. Ar- 
range for some couples to call for those 
who might be timid about coming out 
for the first time. 


December 
Carol Singing 


Men’s choruses are making their 
appearance in increasing numbers of 
churches. We have known one that 
had a lot of fun, and brought a lot of 
pleasure, singing Christmas music in 
hospitals around the Christmas season. 
Men’s voices seem particularly adapted 
to some of the familiar—and some less 
familiar—carols. It will be worth a 
little extra practice to be sure you do 
a good job. The patients may not be 
able to clap, but their faces will show 
their appreciation. 

Depending on the type of hospital, 
the ladies may wish to go along with 
a plentiful supply of Christmas cookies 
and candies for the patients. Plan 
ahead of time with the hospital au- 
thorities. 


Enlist New Men 


The December meeting is an excel- 
lent time to get some of the newer 
men into the swing of promotion, dec- 
oration, welcoming, and otherwise 
strengthening your group. Enthusiasm 
is particularly “catching” at this sea- 
son. Work them in, and help them to 
succeed on their assignments. 


January 


Speaking of promotion, plans should 
be well laid for heavy promotion of 


the January meeting, immediately 
after Christmas. A_ let-down after 
Christmas is traditional. Spike it with 
frequent announcements, posters, tele- 
phone calls, newspaper stories, per- 
sonal contact. The first meeting of the 
year can be one of the best, and set a 
fine pattern. If you have special talent 
available for music, drama, or comedy 
(brief!) use it, and publicize it. Ask 
your men to bring their neighbors. 


Need a Projector? 


Showing of films is difficult for some 
churches because projection equip- 
ment is not available. In most towns 
there are business firms that will be 
glad to bring a projector and to run it 
in order to show an interesting film 
depicting their own work. You might 
be able to persuade such a firm to run 
both its film and the one you propose 
to use for your particular program. It 
should be a 16-mm. projector, with 
sound equipment. Be sure to invite the 
operator to dinner. 
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News FROM THE BAPTIST WORLD MISSION 





HONG KONG 
Baptist Youth Conference 


In Hong Kong, crossroads of the Far 
East, was held the first Asia Baptist 
Youth Conference, August 20-26. 
Under the sponsorship of the youth 
department of the Baptist World Al- 
liance, 139 delegates from thirteen 
countries gathered to exchange experi- 
ences and to consider “The Lordship 
of Christ.” 


Thirteen Countries Represented 


At the opening session, delegates 
from the thirteen nations marched 
down the center aisle to the platform 
and recited, each in his own language, 
the conference Scripture verse: “Every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:11). Behind them 
was a huge map of Asia showing the 
various countries from which the dele- 
gates had come—Burma, Ceylon, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Macau, Malaya, Okinawa, 
Taiwan, Philippines, Thailand. 

Mrs. Akiko Matsumura, of Japan, 
presided. She expressed the regrets of 
the conference that Lam Chi Fung, 
chairman of the Hong Kong Baptist 
Association, was ill and unable to be 
present. Franklin Liu, chairman of the 
Hong Kong planning committee, read 
Mr. Lam’s words of welcome. After 
the singing of the anthem “How Beau- 
tiful upon the Mountains,” by the 
Hong Kong Baptist churches joint 


choir, the opening address was given 
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by Willie Wickramasinghe, of Ceylon, 
on “The Lordship of Christ: Its Rele- 
vance and Chailenge.” 

This young Asian stirred the hearts 
of all present as he called them to rec- 
ognize the nature of the Lordship of 
Christ as being “something that God 
has done in history.” He noted the 
awakening of peoples in the nations 
from which the delegates had come— 
how in almost every land the people 
were discovering anew their history, 
culture, civilization, and were feeling 
a new pride in their own nations. 
“This is good,” he stated, “but is ex- 
tremely dangerous unless this feeling 
of pride is brought under the subjec- 
tion of Christ.” Interest and pride in 
one’s nation or race may be a good 
thing, but it is amazing how some of 
the best things in life can divide us 
and destroy us. “Only Christ can unify 
a divided world,” he concluded. 


Bible Study, Discussions 

Next day the delegates began a daily 
Bible-study and discussion hour, con- 
sidering such topics as “The Lordship 
of Christ in Non-Christian Communi- 
ties,” “Social and Political Responsi- 
bilities of Christians,” “Man’s Predi- 
cament and His Eternal Need,” and 
“The Inner Life of the Christian.” At 
the close of each morning session one 
hour was given over to reports by the 
various delegations on the Baptist 
youth work in each of the countries. 
Many of the delegates felt that these 
two hours each day were the outstand- 
ing experiences of the conference. 
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Delegates to the first Asia Baptist Youth Conference in Hong Kong. Robert S. Denny and Dr. and Mrs. Theodore F. 





Most of them were amazed to find the 
extent of the Baptist witness in the 
various Asian countries. 

Evening sessions gave opportunity 
for personal testimonies, which greatly 
impressed the thousand or more people 
who attended. Addresses on successive 
evenings were given by Clifford Kyaw 
Dwe, of Burma; Robert S. Denny, 
youth secretary of the Baptist World 
Alliance; Theodore F. Adams, presi- 
dent of the Baptist World Alliance; 
James Mao, of Hong Kong; and A. B. 
Masilamani, of India. 

Dr. Adams, speaking on “The Lord- 
ship of Christ Among the Nations,” 
declared: “The world will not be more 
Christian until you and I are more 
Christlike. . . . To talk about the Lord- 
ship of Christ among the nations it is 
necessary to begin with ourselves.” Dr. 
Adams went on to point out that the 
Baptist youth of Asia have a responsi- 
bility to carry the gospel of Christ to 
a world that is full of fear, hunger, 
war, and national pride. Christianity 
can never be confined to one race, peo- 
ple, culture, or way of life. “We. . 
first of all have peace in our own 
hearts, then promote peace in our own 
nations, and then seek peace among 
nations.” 

At the close of this address, Mrs. 
Matsumura said to Dr. Adams: “As 
you travel to other countries, please 
tell the Baptists of the world that the 
Baptist youth of Asia are working to- 
gether for God. Will you ask them to 
continue to pray for us as we will con- 
tinue to pray for them.” 


Youth Fellowship Organized 


During the conference the convic- 
tion grew that this first meeting of 
Baptist youth of Asia should be re- 
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Adams are seated in the center in the first row. In background is map showing countries from which the delegates came 
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peated and that steps should be taken 
to continue the exchanges that had 
been started. So was organized the 
Asia Baptist Youth Fellowship, with 
the following officers: A. B. Masila- 
mani, of India, chairman; Mike 
Chiew, of Korea, and Lillian Lu, of 
Taiwan, vice-chairmen; Othelo de 
Leon, of Philippines, secretary; and 
Franklin Liu, of Hong Kong, treas- 
urer. The delegates decided provision- 
ally to have a similar conference in 
five years. 

This conference was a tremendous 
experience for the Baptist youth of 
Asia. The delegates were among the 
finest young people that one could 
hope to find anywhere in the world. 
Their ability to carry through a con- 
ference was evident in all the arrange- 
ments, and they were unusually gifted 
in their ability to testify to the saving 
power of Christ. They did not always 
agree in the discussion of the various 
topics, but found that they had in 
Christ a unity which held them to- 
gether. Deeply interested in the youth 
activities of other countries, they in- 
tend to follow through a suggestion 
regarding the exchange of written re- 
ports and, wherever possible, the ex- 
change of youth delegates at summer 
conferences. 

One thing was evident in this con- 
ference. The Christian churches of 
Asia have attained a stature far be- 
yond the concept that most Americans 
have of the churches in mission lands. 
Less than 10 per cent of the delegates 
were missionaries. Arrangements for 
the program were made almost en- 
tirely by Asian youth. The keynote 
speakers and the discussion and Bible- 
study leaders were nearly all Asians. 
Those missionaries who were privi- 
leged to be present gave thanks to God 
that he has raised up young people to 
such great ability, firm Christian con- 
viction, and total dedication to Christ 
for this age when they are so urgently 
needed. 

Loren E. Noren 


THAILAND 
Baby Girl Saved 


One year ago last April, Mission- 
aries A. S. Truxton, A. T. Yousko, 
and I trekked to Mao Gla, a Karen 
village area about fifty miles north- 
west of Chiengmai, to help begin 
building a house for the Truxtons. On 
the second day, we were called to a 
non-Christian village where a five- 
month-old baby girl had been severely 
burned. The parents of the child were 
spirit-worshipers and were afraid to 
take the baby to a doctor. We gave 
what medicines were available and 
offered prayer. 

On our return to Mao Gla, we 


December, 1956 


asked if a Christian Karen would go 
to Chiengmai for more medicine to 
save the baby’s life. Two Karens re- 
sponded and walked nearly one hun- 
dred miles to bring medicine to a 
stricken child whom they did not even 
know. 

Recently, Missionaries Carl M. 
Capen and A. S. Truxton were able to 
visit this non-Christian village again. 
They found that the baby was alive, 
but minus the fingers of one hand. 
The missionaries were allowed to take 
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Happy grandmother embraces her 
grandchild who was saved by mis- 
sionaries, but lost her left fingers 


pictures, indicating that perhaps fear 
of the spirits was decreasing. The 
happy grandmother smiled and em- 
braced her granddaughter, who is a 
living monument to Christian love and 
concern before the eyes of her spirit- 
worshiping family and village. 


New Church Planned 


Last year we mentioned the poor, 
discouraged families at Hui Gao, a 
Karen settlement about five miles 
from Chiengmai. Thank you for join- 
ing in prayer for these families. The 
church has changed remarkably in the 
past year. It is growing in numbers, 
faith, and finances. The members are 
seeking to purchase property on which 
to erect a permanent church building. 
Membership has increased to over 
thirty and more are asking for bap- 
tism. 

This fall Cecil M. Carder, who is 
one of our missionaries, and I drove 
over sixty miles and walked twelve 
more miles to one of the Karen vil- 
lages, where we worshiped in a small 
church no more than nine feet by 
twelve feet in size. Nineteen adults and 


fourteen children were present at the 
service. Following the meeting, we all 
walked down to a water hole, where I 
baptized two Karens, a husband and 
wife, who had long since professed 
faith in Christ and had destroyed their 
fetishes and charms. These two Kar- 
ens are the first people whom I have 
had the pleasure to baptize. It was a 
spiritual experience which I shall not 
soon forget. 


Assigned to New Station 


It may be a surprise to some of you 
that we have been asked to move from 
Chiengmai to Mao Gla, a new mis- 
sion station back in the mountains. 
We shall replace Mr. and Mrs. A. S. 
Truxton, when they go on furlough. 
Mao Gla, a Karen village area about 
fifty miles northwest of Chiengmai, is 
accessible by a dirt road for part of 
the way. The last sixteen or eighteen 
miles must be covered by pony or on 
foot. It is our hope that when the Mao 
Gla station is developed, leadership 
training will be provided for the 
Karens. Just where in the mountains 
the Bible school will be located has not 
yet been decided. 

James E. ConkKLIN 


PHILADELPHIA 
Education and Publication 


Perpetuation of the close working 
relationship between the Board of 
Education and Publication of the 
American Baptist Convention and the 
American Baptist Assembly, Green 
Lake, Wis., was a major item of dis- 
cussion at sessions of the board of 
managers of the Board of Education 
and Publication held in Philadelphia 
this fall. 


Green Lake Leadership 


Three steps were taken by the 
board, based on recommendations 
passed by a recent meeting of the 
board of directors of the American 
Baptist Assembly: 

1. The executive secretary of the 
Board of Education and Publication, 
Richard Hoiland, of Philadelphia, Pa., 
will also serve as the executive secre- 
tary of the American Baptist As- 
sembly. Executive leadership of the 
assembly is to be a continuing respon- 
sibility of the executive secretary of 
the board. 

2. Grant F. Anderson, of Green 
Lake, Wis., now assistant executive 
secretary of the assembly’s permanent 
staff, has been nominated for the po- 
sition of executive director of the as- 
sembly. This will receive official action 
at the March meeting of the assembly’s 
board of directors. 

3. Clarence B. Gilbert, pastor of the 
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Parsells Avenue Baptist Church, Ro- 
chester, N.Y., was elected director of 
the board’s department of church- 
school administration. He was also 
nominated for election by the board of 
the assembly as program director of 
the assembly. He will succeed Dr. Hoi- 
land in this position. 


Higher Education Survey 

A progress report was presented by 
Ronald V. Wells, of New York city, 
associate executive secretary of the 
Board of Education and Publication, 
on the survey of the needs of Christian 
higher education, with a view to a 
possible multi-million-dollar campaign 
to be conducted by American Baptists 
within the next few years. This survey 
is being conducted by the Board of 
Education and Publication, the Amer- 
ican Baptist Home Mission Societies, 
and the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Societies, under the leadership 
of Louis W. Robey, of Philadelphia, 
Pa. 


Staff Changes 


M. Parker Burroughs, formerly as- 
sistant director of the department of 
university pastor and student work, 
was made director of the department. 
Barbara Atkeson, formerly field rep- 
resentative of the Baptist Student 
Movement, was made director of the 
movement. Lester Garner, minister of 


Christian education of the Park Bap- 
tist Church, Plainfield, N.J., was 
elected a field representative of the 

department of public relations. 
Preliminary steps were taken to 
amend the bylaws so that the follow- 
ing name changes may take effect: the 
division of education in home, church, 
and community will become the divi- 
sion of Christian education; the divi- 
sion of secondary and higher educa- 
tion will become the division of 
Christian higher education; and the 
department of university pastor and 
student work will become the depart- 

ment of campus Christian life. 
Pau C. CarTER 


GREEN LAKE 
Midyear Meetings 


Agencies of the American Baptist 
Convention in midyear session at 
Green Lake, Wis., October 31—No- 
vember 2, reported that a total of 
$5,863,880 of the projected annual 
budget of $8,000,000 had been col- 
lected as of September 30. This com- 
pares with $5,778,017 collected last 
year for the same period, a gain of 
$85,863, or 1.5 per cent. Ralph M. 
Johnson, general director of the Coun- 
cil on Missionary Cooperation, pre- 
dicted that the percentage of gain 
would be higher by the end of the 
fiscal year, December 31. 








cellence’’. 


St. Davids 


“A College committed to God and 
His Truth has the obligation of ex- 


Headmaster, Stony Brook School 
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Committee Appointed 


A committee was appointed to 
choose a successor to Ralph M. John- 
son as general director for the Council 
on Missionary Cooperation. Represent- 
ing agencies are: M. Forest Ash- 
brook, Ministers and Missionaries 
Benefit Board, chairman; Mrs. Frank 
C. Wigginton, American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Societies; William H. 
Rhoades, American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies; Richard Hoiland, 
Board of Education and Publication; 
Hugh Q. Morton, Council on Chris- 
tion Social Progress; Dewey Creas- 
man, National Council of American 
Baptist Men; Mrs. Howard L. Roach, 
National Council of American Bap- 
tist Women; Elbert E. Gates, Jr., Min- 
isters Council; Paul Judson Morris, 
Council of State Secretaries; W. A. 
Diman, Council of City Secretaries; 
and Helmar Nielson, Baptist Youth 
Fellowship. Members at large: G. A. 
Gabelman, Santa Barbara, Calif.; 
Harleigh Rosenberger, Denver, Colo.; 
Matthew W. Hill, Olympia, Wash.; 
E. Clark Morrow, Granville, Ohio; 
and Lloyd W. Short, Minneapolis, 
Minn. Ex-officio members are: Harry 
L. Dillin, president of the American 
Baptist Convention; Marguerite Haz- 
zard, vice-president, alternate; Reuben 
E. Nelson, general secretary; Emil 
Kontz, chairman of the Council on 
Missionary Cooperation; and Harold 
M. Greene, treasurer of the Council 
on Missionary Cooperation. 


Porter Made Associate 


W. Hubert Porter, after serving as 
assistant general secretary for the past 
eighteen months, was elected associate 
general secretary of the American 
Baptist Convention. As associate sec- 
retary, Mr. Porter works in close co- 
operation with Reuben E. Nelson, 
general secretary of the American Bap- 
tist Convention. 

H. R. Bowler, budget adviser for 
the convention, was honored for 
thirty-five years of service to the de- 
nomination. 

FraNK A. SHARP 


Rural Church Center 


Recently I discovered for myself 
that the Rural Church Center, Amer- 
ican Baptist Assembly, Green Lake. 
Wis., is not only a wonderful institu- 
tion; it also provides an unforgettable 
experience. My wife and I were a bit 
reluctant to leave our two children. 
our new pastorate, and numerous 
other interests to attend a sixteen-day 
in-service training school. Neverthe- 
less, we found ourselves on the Lake 
Shore Limited bound for Chicago. 


(Continued on page 42) 
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how to open the door 
of a college 


Both of these girls possess a magic key which can open the 
door of a college for a qualified freshman. Their parents evoked this 
magic fifteen years ago when they purchased M & M Benefit Board 
annuities. Payments on these annuities were accumulated through 
the years to help toward college expenses. These payments continue 
to help throughout the college years, then provide regular retire- 
ment income for the parents in their later years. 


M & M Benefit Board annuities are a sound investment which 
works two ways: they bring a lifetime income to the investor; 
then the residue of the principal sum remains with the Board to 
strengthen its program of aid to ministers and missionaries of the 
American Baptist Convention. 


For further information concerning annuities, please write: 


The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board 
of the American Baptist Convention 
75 West 45th Street, New York 36, New York 

















FROM REPAIRING SOLES | 
TO WINNING SOULS 


]. Velarde was an excellent shoe cobbler in Tiajuana, Mex- 
ico. He was won to Christ by a fellow-cobbler. 


Soon he felt God’s call to full-time Christian leadership. He 
enrolled at the Spanish American Baptist Seminary where 
he maintained unusually high scholastic records until his 
graduation in 1951. 


At the same time he served as the student pastor of the 
Spanish Baptist Church at Mexicali, Mexico. Today, he still 
serves this effective, mission-minded church. A community 
medical clinic with the full cooperation of local doctors is 
maintained. A mission-church 12 miles distant is sponsored 
by this aggressive, evangelistic congregation. 


He is but one of our many outstanding alumni. 


SPANISH AMERICAN BAPTIST SEMINARY 


512 South Indiana Street e Los Angeles 63, California 
President Benjamin R. Morales 


December, 1956 











Rural Church Center 
(Continued from page 40) 
The following evening we arrived at 
the gates to the assembly grounds. In a 
matter of minutes we were escorted to 
the Abbey area, shown to our rooms, 
and then invited to the dining hall. 
There we met Hazel Gilbert, the com- 
petent secretary and hostess of the 


Rural Chuch Center, and Gordon, the 
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chef, who believes in keeping morale 
at a high level by producing delight- 
ful meals. 


Mutual Concern 


Numerically, our group consisted of 
twenty pastors, ten wives, and four 
children. We soon discovered that al- 
though we claimed a variety of back- 
grounds we were a typical group of 
Baptist pastors serving rural churches. 
Our differences were quickly absorbed 
in our mutual concern to prepare our- 
selves more thoroughly for our respec- 
tive tasks through participation in the 
training program which brought us 
together. 

I never thought I would care to at- 
tend a class in music! Scarcely know- 
ing one note from another and barely 
able to carry a tune, I was definitely 
apprehensive. Yet I discovered my 
fears to be unfounded. The class was 
under the gracious, efficient direction 
of Dorothy Frerichs, wife of the dean 
of the center. Her lectures were filled 
with practical suggestions. For exam- 
ple, I considered the function of the 
junior choir to be leading the congre- 
gational singing. I was electrified to 
hear Mrs. Frerichs say, “The junior 
choir is evangelistic in purpose. It is 
the medium through which we may 
get boys and girls into the church. We 
need future pillars in our churches. 
Here they are. Get them before the 
courts have to deal with them.” Here 
was language I could understand. 


Outstanding Leaders 


Other classes proved to be equally 
helpful and thought-provoking. We 
were challenged to examine the poten- 
tials of our respective pastorates in 
their overall aspects by other leaders: 
C. R. McBride, of the Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, 
Kans.; A. C. Swenson, pastor of the 
Clarks Grove (Minn.) Baptist Church; 
Lawrence H. Janssen, director of the 
Juvenile Protection Program of the 
American Baptist Home Mission So- 
cieties; Robert T. Frerichs, dean of the 
Rural Church Center; and Joseph H. 
Heartberg, director of the center and 
secretary of the department of town 
and country of the Home Mission So- 
cieties. 

The sixteen days we studied, played, 
and worshiped together were days of 
reconsecration to our task. At their 
conclusion I could only promise my- 
self, “After walking the heights with 
God in this place, I can never be con- 
tent with a low, selfish outlook again.” 
The Rural Church Center in the idyl- 
lic setting of Green Lake had, indeed, 
proved to be a wonderful institution 
and the source of a memorable ex- 
perience. 

Joun JoHNSON 


MILESTONES 





Appointed 

By the American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Societies, September 19: Helen 
Banks, Denver Christian Center, Den- 
ver, Colo.; James R. Bulkley, mis- 
sionary pastor, Hulett, Wyo.; William 
F. Connor, Bacone College Baptist 
Church, Bacone, Okla. 

By the American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Societies, in cooperation with 
state conventions and city societies, 
September 19: Ralph P. Blatt, Sum- 
mit Baptist Church, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
Mason Brown, Fairmont Avenue Bap- 
tist Church, Modesto, Calif.; Myrna 
Cowles, Broderick Christian Center, 
Broderick, Calif.; Amos Dudley, En- 
glewood Christian Center, Chicago, 
Ill.; Carol J. Gilbert, missionary pas- 
tor, Kilgore, Nebr.; Milton Gire, mis- 
sionary pastor, Herlong, Nev.; Doris 
Herndon, Denver Christian Center, 
Denver, Colo.; John Hiben, mission- 
ary pastor, Bradley-Florence Larger 
Parish, S.Dak.; Curtis Johnson, mis- 
sionary pastor, Battle Lake, Minn.; 
George Nehf, North Rapid Baptist 
Church, Rapid City, S.Dak.; D. Don- 
ald Peterson, Canyon Road Baptist 
Church, Portland, Oreg.; Fred Tif- 
fany, Shelton Heights Baptist Church, 
Flint, Mich. 


Died 

Gertrude deClercq, home mission- 
ary in administrative position (1908- 
1943) ; at Rice Lake, Wis., September 
26. 

Mrs. Tracy F. Groesbeck, mission- 
ary to South China (1897-1936) ; at 
Alameda, Calif., July 26. 

Mrs. Ida Dudley Roscoe, established 
Children’s Homes, Kodiak, Alaska 
(1886-1894) ; Eureka, Calif., Septem- 
ber 30. 


Furloughed 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert W. Dixon, 


from Managua, Nicaragua; Estelle 
Marlin, from Kodiak, Alaska; Rose 
Graziano, from Kodiak, Alaska. 


Resigned 


Lina Lehtonen, Two Harbors, 
Minn.; J. Erwin Ericson, Rapid City, 
S. Dak.; Tenolia Guice, Rankin, Pa.; 
Isaias Loera Hernandez, Ft. Madi- 
son, Iowa; Mrs. Betty Mae Kuhn, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Curtis R. Nims, 
Stockton, Calif.; Ray L. Shroder, 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak.; Ted Burke, Phil- 
lipsburg, Colo. ; Victor R. Funderburk, 
Benkelman, Nebr.; Vernon Kendall, 
Community Baptist Church, Moab, 
Utah. 
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Now — the first book 
of sermons by 


HOWARD THURMAN 


More than twenty of Howard Thur- 
man’s great sermons are collected in 
this rewarding book. Read them and 
you will understand why Howard 
Thurman was recently named by Life 
among the twelve greatest preachers 


of America. $3.00 
The 
* 
Growing Edge 


At your bookseller 
HARPER & BROTHERS e N.Y. 16 














An AUTOMATIC 


Church Bell at a real 
BUDGET PRICE 
The Schulmerich 


“Arcadian: 


SERVICE BELL & HOUR TOLL 


Entirely NEW, completely AUTO- 
MATIC bell instrument for even the 
smallest church. Pre-set clock auto- 
matically sounds call to Sunday and 
mid-week service. Tolls the hour of 
day throughout the week, silencing 
evening hours if desired. 


Motor-driven swinging or tolling bell 
has push-button start, automatic stop. 
Manual start and stop continuous 
toll bell included. Striker switch pro- 
vides manual swinging or tolling bell 
at any speed, for any duration. 
Record-player included. Any church 
can afford the “‘Arcadian’’. For full 
details write: 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
173294 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


*" Arcadian” is a trademark for bell instruments 
of Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 








Catalog and fine selection 
sample materials on request. 
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BAPTIST FILM LIBRARY 


152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
19 South LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Ill. 
2107 Woolsey St., Berkeley 5, Calif. 





Audio- 
Visuals 
for 
Christmas 


As we plan our programs this holi- 
day month, let us endeavor to make 
them as meaningful as possible. 


16mm Films 


The Christmas Spirit—A story of 
two boys and the pony they wanted 
for Christmas. Time, 30 min. Color. 
Rental, $15 (during Dec. $22.50) ; 
black and white, rental, $9 (during 
Dec. $13.50). 

We Hold These Truths—A young 
Negro serviceman sees the slums of 
Washington, D.C., and New York 
city, and learns how the churches are 
working to combat the situation. Time, 
28 min. Rental, $8. 

The Child of Bethlehem—A pre- 
sentation of the birth of Christ and 
his boyhood as told in Luke and Mat- 
thew. Time, 22 min. Rental, $7 (dur- 
ing Dec. $10). 

Prejudice—A dramatic story show- 
ing the effect of prejudice upon the 
person who practices it. Time, 58 min. 
Rental, $12. 

Birth of the Savior—An angel an- 
nounces to Mary that she is to be the 
mother of the Savior. Jesus is born 
and the shepherds hasten to worship 
him. Time, 15 min. Rental, $5 (dur- 
ing Dec. $7.50). 

The Barrier—Harry Saddler and his 
family learn through a strange ex- 
perience the meaning of loving one’s 
neighbors. Time, 28 min. Rental, $8. 


Fair 
Prices. Mention whether for Pulpit Filmstri ps 


or Choir. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1162 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 





Broadman Press 


Conservative 
Christianity 


Quality books, 


supplies, films 


At Your Book Store 


December, 1956 


The Three Wise Men—Arrival of 
the three Wise Men from the East to 
worship the Christ child. Rental, $1; 
sale, $3. 

Holy Night—Isaiah’s prophecy and 
the fulfillment of that prophecy in the 
birth of Jesus. Color and sound film- 
strip, 33 1/3 rpm record. Rental, $4; 
sale, $15 (with manuscript only, $10). 

Christopher Mouse—The humorous 
adventures of a little mouse and how 
he hears the Christmas story. Color 


and sound filmstrip, 33 1/3 rpm rec- ] 


ord. Rental, $3.50; sale, $15. 
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“THE LIFE 
OF ST. PAUL” 
told in 12 complete 
30-minute episodes 


.--You'll be stirred as the Bible comes 
to life in this marvelous 16mm sound 
motion picture with the gripping story 
of the great Christian missionary, who 
helped organize the early church. 


Order this series thru 
Savel Cathedral's Economy 
(C. E. P.) Plan. 


Contact authorized distributor 
for catalog giving complete de- 
scription...or write 69 
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Clik Talk... 


By FRANK A. SHARP 
Business Manager 








T IS appropriate at this sea- 

son of the year to extend 
Christmas greetings to our loyal 
and devoted Missions club man- 
agers. Many of you spend much 
effort and time securing new sub- 
scribers and working hard to ob- 
tain renewals, without any thought 
of remuneration. We want you to 
know that the members of the 
staff and the publication commit- 
tee appreciate what you have 
done, and we want to send to each 
one of you our warm and sincere 
Christmas wishes at this time. 











In our files is a card for each church 
in the American Baptist Convention, 
with a place for the name and address 
of the club manager to be written on 
it. On the reverse side of the card we 
try to keep a record of the orders re- 
ceived from that particular church. 
Unless each order states clearly the 
name of the church it is not possible 
for us to keep our records complete. 


Please see that the name of your 
church is included each time you 
write. 


Many of these file cards have many 
entries on them. But there are some 
without the name of the club manager, 
and not a single order number ap- 
pears on the cards. We believe that 
Missions should be in every Baptist 
home, and yet in these churches it 
does not go to a single home. A good 
way to start is to appoint an energetic 
club manager and send us the infor- 


mation. 
zg 


Each club manager is asked to pro- 
mote the sale of Christmas gift sub- 
scriptions. These gifts are available at 
the special rate of 4 for $5.00; 3 for 
$4.00; 2 for $2.75; and 1 for $1.50. 
A four-color Christmas card bearing 
the name of the donor will be sent to 
each recipient. 

It has been suggested that the 
church, or interested individuals, 
might send Christmas gift subscrip- 
tions to the young men and wome 
who are in the armed services, or to 
college students who are away from 
home. Gifts are also appreciated by 
shut-in members, and those who, for 
unable to attend 


other reasons, are 
church regularly. 

There are many retired ministers 
and faithful readers who can no 


longer afford to subscribe for Mrs- 
sions. If you care to send the maga- 








zine as a gift to one or more of these 
persons, please send your contribution 
marked “Missions Fellowship Sub- 
scription Fund.” 
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= famed Sexton Luxury Tea is a 
very choicest blend of flowery Dar- 
jeeling, India and Ceylon. 

Superb in bouquet! Delicate in flavor! 
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in your home! A tea served at world- 
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independent grocers. 
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You can fill that driving urge 
to attend the famous annual 


Writers’ Conferences ... . because INI) WAG 


The Writers’ Conference 
Comes to You 


in AN INDISPENSABLE BOOK 
for every ambitious writer 
Compiled and Edited by DR. BENJAMIN P. BROWNE 


37 TOP-FLIGHT WRITING EXPERTS share 
skills and secrets. Freshly written, down-to-earth, 
brings you the practical best from 

many of the Christian Writers’ and 
Editors’ Conferences, Green Lake, Wisconsin. 

A great resource book that makes you want to 
write, makes clear what needs to be written, how 
to write it, where to sell it. 567 pages 
reference material, complete market charts and 

information to help you improve your 
literary skill and income—inter- 
woven with all the fellowship 
and inspiration of these 
conferences. Reading 
this book is like being there 
yourself! 


CLOTHBOUND $5 99 ~~ 


Only... 












Order from your Bookseller or 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
Depl2-6 1703 Chestnet Street, Phila. 3 
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Articles 


A Free Witness in a Free Land, by Minnie S. 
Sears 10:19 

A Ministry of Christian Love 
Clifford G. Hansen 3:2 

A Night Out, N.C.A.B.M. program 3:39 

A Perspective for Missions Today, by 
Gittings 6:18 

A Transforming Easter, by Yasuko Shibata 4:28 

Alaska: Land of Hills and Valleys, by Theron 
Chastain 1:24 

American Baptist Homework 11:37 

An Episode in Leadership Training, by Marion A. 
Bee 11:28 

Announcing the New Program Packet, 
Chambers 2:37 

Are You a in Your Job? by Alice A. John- 


son 5: 
At ios Megaphone, by Ruth F. Hoyt 3:30 
by Wilbur 
Baptist Student Movement The, 
by Barbara Atkeson 4:17 


Beyond the Beaten Paths, by Paul H. Conrad 12:24 
‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds,’ by Ruth Sorenson 


3:38 
Blueprint 1956-1957, by Lois D. Mayes 3:37 
Boys’ Night Program, by Arthur H. Lofgren 


Challenge for You, by Vivian H. Randle 12:35 

Change and Challenge in the a, by Edwin 
A. Bell, Part I 1:21; Part II 2: 

oe As a Minister, The, by ‘Gharles E. Byrd 


Christ Is Risen—For What? John A. Mackay 4:21 

Christian Friendliness—Faith in Action, by Bernice 
Cofer 10 

Christian Servicemen’s Harvey R. 
Kester 4:25 

Christmas Day at McWhinnie, by Rose Graziano 


in Managua, by 


Leonard 


by Dorothy 


Baptist Schools in Latin America, 


Larson 10:24 


Comes of Age, 


4:37 


Centers, by 


Christmas in October, Men’s Fellowship program 
10:36 


Mary Murray 12:21 


by Phyllis D. Carlson 


Christmas on Wheels, by 
Cordova’s Spiritual Harvest, 
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Training 11:28 : 

Bell, Edwin A., Change and Challenge in the 
Orient, Part I 1: ah Part II 2:24; Grounds for 
Encouragement 11: 

Bonar, Mary, ‘‘We Give You the Heart’’ 2:31 

Brink, Gilbert B., Laymen’s Hour 5:42; ‘Baptist 
Laymen’s Conference 9:44 

Broertjes, J., Baptist Union of Holland 6:45 

Brow, George, Escape from Stalemate 1:29 

Brown, Arley, Word and Work 2:42 

Bucklin, Dorothy O., New Perils ‘for Indian Amer- 
icans 1:17 

Byrd, Charles E., The Chaplain As a Minister 
4:24 


Cadwallader, Jr., William W., Christian Center, 
Thailand 1:42 


ae + Phyllis D., Cordova’s Spiritual Harvest 
4:36 


Carman, Naomi Hull, Nehru Visits ae 4:44; 


Multiplying the Medical Ministry 2:: 
rroll, Letitia, Reaching Our Inactive Women 


Carter, Paul C., Board of Education and Publi- 
cation Meeting 12:39 
Chambers, Dorothy, Announcing the New Program 
Packet "2:37 
Land of Hills 
The Folk Among Us 


the Church of 


Alaska: and 
Valleys 1:24 


a William and Edith, 


Clasper, Paul D., 
urma 9:21 
— Kenneth L., Lay Development Program 


Cofer, Bernice, Christian Friendliness—Faith in 
Action 10:29; Desegregation Conference 10:40 

Conklin, James E., Baby Saved 12:39 

Conrad, Paul H., Beyond the Beaten Paths 12:24 

Corbett, Miriam, Church and Economic Life Con- 
ference 6:41 

Craig, John A., Milwaukee Christian Center 11:43 

Crider, Donald M., Shan State Kachin School 6:40 


Dahlberg, Edwin T.., 
e Middle East 10:2 
Dahlberg, Emilie L., Tnadinn in Flavor 5:38 
Dickason, Frederick G., Shops Are Empty 2:41 
Dixon, Thomas F. F., Difficulties but Progress, El 
Salvador 9:41 


Eastman, Addison J., 
Church 9:18 
Elmer, Franklin 
Engel, Millicent, 
Estabrook, peiy, 

Fields 4:29 
Eulette, Jennie C., 


Leaders for 


israel and the Future of 


The Mission Becomes the 
Jr., Poteat Memorial 6:42 

Dispensary Useful 1:41 

ummer Experience on Indian 


I Do Not Choose to Read 4:35 


Farnum, Marlin D., Toward an Understanding of 
India 11:21; Sure Foundations in Assam 1 16 
Ferguson, Mildred, ewels of the East 12:36 
Ferris, Theodore P., The Well and the Water 11: 24 
Freeman, G. Wayne, March Steak Dinner 1:39 


December, 1956 


Fridell, Elmer A., Missions Conference, National 
Council of Churches 2:40 


Fridell, Wilbur M., Acting Secretary 3:43 
— Dorothy G., Burma Patients Build Hospital 


George, Ralph L., Evangelistic Meetings 4:43 

Gezork, Herbert, Protestant Deputation 5:41 

Gilson, John G., A Visit to Vellore 3:44 

Coes, Leonard, A Perspective for Missions To- 
lay 6:1 

Giuffrida, Matthew R., Refugee Resettlement 2:41 

Goodwin, R. Dean, General Council Meeting 3:41; 
Southern Baptist Convention 9:41 

Graves, Robert G., Home-Mission Tour 11:40 

Graziano, Rose, Christmas Day at McWhinnie 
12:2 

Desperate Needs, South India 

Clifford G., Hospital Dedicated 1:45; A 

of Christian Love in Managua 3:25; 
Crowded Ways 11:18 

S., Burma Conference Report 


I Saw the Heart of Home Mis- 


a Anne J., 


Hansen, 
Ministry 
Where Cross the 

—. Marion 

4:38 


Handy, Robert a 


sions 5:31 
Hatch, Grace C., Witness on Line Street 11:29 
— Toshiko, What Easter Means to Me 
Hill, Margery, 

Fields 4:29 
Howard, Joseph T., Theological aoe age 9:39 
Howson, Aileen, Mostly About People 10 
Hoyt, Ruth Frazier, At First—A (Rae ll 3:30 
Hunt, Lester, New Missionaries in ‘Thailand 1:41 


Summer Experience on Indian 


Problems in Burma 9:41 


James, Lloyd G., 
Whosoever Shall 


Janssen, Lawrence H., 
This Child 9:30 


Johnson, Alice A., 
5-37 


J:3/ 
Johnson, John, Rural Church Center 12:40 
Johnson, Ralph M., On Making a Christian Will 
3:22; Love at First Sight 6:29 
Jones, Irene A., United Church Women 1:40 


Receive 


Are You Growing in Your Job? 


Lena A., Here Poverty Is Real, Too 1:31 
Lawrence H., Golden Anniversary 1:45 
William J., Glory and Humility of God 


Kester, Harvey R., Christian Servicemen’s Centers 
4:25 


Keans, 

Kearney, 

~ eech, 
2:31 


Keyser, Ruth F., Vacation Journey 10:42 

Kinnaman, Mark T., This Is Our City 3:31 

Knabe, Elizabeth, Southeast Asia Women 
6:41 


Korjus, Tabea, Sharing the Fellowship 1:38 


Unite 


Ann, Jewels of the East 12:36 | ; 
Wilbur, Baptist Schools in Latin America 


Lynn, Five Regional 
5; Report 10:38 


Larson, 
Larson, 
10:24 
Leavenworth, 
Conferences 3:26; 
Lipphard, William B., As I See It 1:12; 
4:12; 5:12; 6:12; 9:12; 10:12; 11:12; 12: a 
Lofgren, Arthur H., A Boys’ Night Program 4:37 
Lord, F. Townley, Festival of Power and Life 12:19 


at John A., Christ Is 


4:2 
A Walter O., Missions Mobilization 3:40 
Madsen, Paul 1 O., Urban Convocation 11: 
Manierre, L. Stanley, Emil Brunner Lectures 1:43 
Manley, Frank P., Foundations of Zion 2:40 
Mayes, Lois D., Blueprint 1956-1957 3:37 
McAninch, Bernice, More Precious Than Gold 9:37 
McMillan, Vivian, the Crowded 

Ways of Life” 2:31 
Merrill, Alfred F., Cold Season Activities 3:44 
Morgan, Max Webster, This, Too, Is Missions 4:23 
Mount, Edith V., Get Ready for Changes 1:37 
Murray, Mary, Christmas on Wheels 12:21 


Nelson, Frank A., Hope and Expectancy 1:16 
Nelson, Linnea A., This Is Stewardship Education 


Theological 


42; 3:12; 


Risen—For What? 


“Where Cross 


Nicholson, John N., A Furlough Journey 5:45 
Noren, Loren E., Baptist Youth Conference 12:38 


Ochwat, Marjorie L., Fruit That Lasts 6:37 
Ohrn, Arnold T., Glimpses of Baptists in the Soviet 
Union 5:16 


<- i G. Keith, Fathers and Children’s Night 


Postpichal, Ruth M., 
Living Room 10:34 
Poteat, Edwin McNeill, 
the Race Problem 2:26 


Raker, J. Russell, 
gara Falls 6:45 
Randle, Vivian H., 
Roberts, E. Wayne, 

Budget 9:28 
Rudd, Violet E., Lay Development Program 9:36 


Schmitz, Helen C., It Depends on Us as 
Mission Boards 3:40; Our Dividends 6:31 
aa Minnie S., A Free Witness in a Free Land 


Sharp, Frank A., Midyear Meeting 1:40; East 
Meets West at Athens 2: 15; Seattle, 1956 6:20; 
C.M.C. Midyear Meeting 12: 40. (See Club Talk.) 

Shibata, Yasuko, A Transforming ter 4:28 


Foreign Missions in Your 


Current Perspectives on 


Jr., First Baptist Church, Nia- 


A Challenge for You 12:35 
American Baptist Convention 


Home- 


—- Mary Louise, Telugu Women’s Convention 

os, John C., os ney to the Soviet Union, Part 
9:15; Part Il 10:14; Journey to Britain 11:14 

miu Burl A., Building Program 2:41 

Smith, Edna D., Tiger Tail Village 2:44 

Smith, Ww. Earle, Church Revived 5:43 

Sorenson, Ruth, “‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds’’ 


Ada P., Protestant Women Courageous 


Stearns, 
6:30 


Sussex, Irene, The Splendor of Love 11:36 

Swain, co Canada, South Africa and the World 
2:19; World Council of Churches, Hungary 10:37. 
(See World Christianity.) 


Thatcher, Joan, Green Lake Defined 5:26; Women’s 
Conference 9:43; Student Conference at Green 
Lake 11:38 

Toyama, Setsuko, Easter Hope for Everyone 4:29 

Tuttle, Jeannette, Medical Work Then . . . and 
Now! 9:29 


Vaflor, Remedios D., Family 
pines 5:30 

Wadsworth, Lincoln B., The Cradle of Tomorrow’s 
Strength 5:24 

Waldrop, Neona, In Shadowed Thresholds 2:32 

ba Ralph Curry, Pastoral Call in Puerto Rico 


Life in the Philip- 


Weaver, Lee, Women at Prayer in Belgian Congo 
) 


Weil Charles A., We Have Not Changed 1:4; 
Foundations of Greatness 2:3; Where Does It 
Lead? 3:3; Relentless Tide 9:3; New Thanksgiv- 
ing Prayer 3 

Wickham, Lorris, Our Priceless Heritage 10:35 

Wilkes, Milton R., Spanish Mission 2:43 

Willingham, Edward , Forward Thrust in World 
Missions 10:17 

bat Jesse R., World 

6 
Life in East 


Wysner, G “we M., 


sia 5:21 


Servant of the Mission 


Home and Family 


Link or Buffer? 4:16 
Thailand Convention Organ- 


George D., 
Baa » 


Younger, 
Y ousko, 
ized 4 


Please Renew 
Your MISSIONS Subscription 
Promptly 


By LUCY GRAY KENDALL 

Illustrated by Sam Leach 
Poet and artist have united their talents to 
create a beautiful little book of prayer and 
praise, overflowing with the joy and wonder 
of God’s world. ideal for Christmas, 50¢ per 
copy, $5.00 per dozen. Order from 


Che yor item 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville, Tenn. 





Answers to Quiz on Page 3 


(1) Paul H. Conrad. (2) Edwin 
McNeill Poteat. (3) Baptist World Al- 
liance. (4) Detroit, trailer camp. (5) 
Egypt. (6 Thurgood Marshall. (7) Six 
thousand. (8) Grace, mercy and 
peace. (9) Kwame Nkrumah. (10) 
Mao Gla. (11) Clay and Sturgis, Ky. 
(12) Christian higher education. (13) 
18. (14) True. 
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sweet, sweet home, theres no place like home! There's 











Home Is Sweetest at Christmas 


YOU CAN BRING CHRISTMAS JOY TO OTHER HOMES, 100, THROUGH 
AN ANNUITY GIFT. 


An annuity is a Special Gift Agreement by which the Foreign Mission Societies, in exchange 
for a specified gift, agree to pay a definite sum semi-annually to the annuitant for the 
remainder of his life. A reserve fund is maintained to assure these lifetime payments. From the . 
annuity program, involving all the Special Gift Agreements, the Societies receive substantial 


support for their mission work. 


For rates and other details, write for the free leaflet to 


Mrs. Philip §. Curtis, Director - 


Department of Public Relations 


AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 
WOMAN’S AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 


152 Madison Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 
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ihe WORLD mission 


See page 27 














Investing in an Annuity with the American Baptist Home Mission Societies is a 
way that you can help to bring Joy to those who have not heard the Good News. 


An annuity is a Special Gift Agreement by which the Home Mission Societies, in exchange for a specified gift, agree to pay a 
definite sum semi-annually to the annuitant for the remainder of his life. A reserve fund is maintained to assure these lifetime 
payments. From the annuity program, involving all the Special Gift Agreements, the Societies receive substantial support 
annually for their mission work. 


For information concerning annuities write to 
William H. Rhoades, Treasurer, 164 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Woman’s American Baptist Home The American Baptist Home 
Mission Society Mission Society 
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